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Cover photo taken at the Faraday STEM Challenge of Kamal and Sethiel 



School Events

Sports TT

Extracurricular TT

Education Fund

ScoPay

The Uniform Shop

Thursdays 3:15-4pm

Sport SOCS

Weekly Menus

Contact: 

sniss@greycourt.org.uk
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NOTE:

The Uniform 

Shop will be 

closed on 6 

February

https://www.greycourt.richmond.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=7&viewid=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sgTLO7M7z2FSrhMEUOCUa8DUzKHq2lA9URSCSH_Ic2s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1f1ASYn3J73O00D2tpvAp234A9WpFKQxXMY1aDKpBTro/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.justgiving.com/greycourt-education
https://www.scopay.com/login
https://www.greycourtsports.org.uk/?id=2514
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bbIsvhgtOCMzX1vFZkETvG9mfqJJtPu0/view
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS81pwIoFujIUWfe-wjLAyw?app=desktop
https://www.greycourt.richmond.sch.uk/page/?title=Safeguarding&pid=61
https://www.instagram.com/greycourtschool/
https://twitter.com/GreyCourtPE?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.greycourt.richmond.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+dates&pid=338
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Year 7
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And just like that we are halfway 

through our half-term. We had a 

wonderful celebration of the Lunar 

New Year this afternoon in the Dinex, 

run by Miss Nair where so many of our 

Year 8 and 9 students were able to 

enjoy time together with craft 

activities and food to celebrate 

the occasion.

Assembly this week came from the 

very talented company, Open 2 

Music, who came to visit us and 

showcase their talents and drum up 

interest in the company that so many 

students have benefited from. We will 

be emailing out their flyer for any 

interested people.

We have seen an increase in trainers 

being worn to school, with the 

misunderstanding that they are 

wearing them because of a fixture or 

an extracurricular club after school 

that require trainers. To clarify, students 

attending any club during the school 

day or after school still need to wear 

uniform (including school shoes). If 

they attend a morning club, they can 

come to school in their PE kit, but will 

have time to change into their uniform 

straight after, before morning 

registration time begins. They should 

only wear PE kit all day if they have PE 

or the Daily 1k that day.

And finally, our Year 7 Boys Football 'A' 

squad face Teddington in the Borough 

cup final this Friday, so we wish them 

luck and hope they can create a 

wonderful memory so early on in their 

Grey Court careers.



On Friday 17January, six valiant STEM clubbers walked forth into the breach, well 

Tiffin Girls school, to face down the mighty Faraday Challenge.

Tasked with creating a novel engineering solution to the problem of sustainable 

energy and battery usage, the Year 7s settled on creating an automatic sensor 

for an umbrella that is attached to a wheelchair which senses when it is raining.

The Faraday Challenge required students to act as engineers by:

• Identifying and understanding a problem that exists

• Planning a solution to solve the problem

• Purchasing resources on a limited financial and time budget

• Working around issues that arise

Faraday Challenge
Mr McCormick



• Monitoring and recording their progress

• Presenting their ideas

Kanishka bravely stepped forwards as project leader for the team, delegating 

tasks, keeping record of progress and challenges, and holding the team 

accountable for their decisions. An excellent leader listens to and includes all 

members of the team, utilising their strengths. Kanishka was an outstanding 

leader.

Working to a budget is evermore important, and having a maths whizz keeping 

track of 6 team members is hard to find. Thankfully, Aneya stepped up to the 

plate and hit the ball out of the park. Diligently recording all transactions under 

challenging circumstances and ensuring decisions have been thoughtfully 

considered, Aneya delivered under budget!

Electronics expert Aren worked hard on the circuitry needed to detect rain and 

operate the motor attached to the umbrella. Consistently impressing the judges 

with his knowledge of circuits there was nothing our electronics man couldn’t do. 

A future in engineering awaits this young lad.

Clashes of personality. Conflicting ideas. Every team faces difficulties. But only the 

great teams have a “glue gal”. A team member who includes everyone, is calm 

in the eye of a storm, makes everyone feel a million bucks. Our “glue gal” was 

Daniela. No better “glue gal” in all the land



Not everyone has a way with words that Sethiel does (I certainly don’t). 

Being a good engineer gets you a job, communicating to investors and 

managers keeps you a job. When I get on Dragon’s Den, I know who to 

call: the man behind the script, the wizard of words, the specialist of 

soliloquies.

When things go wrong, and all around are losing their heads, you need 

a spark. A candle in the gloom. A radiance in the murk. Kamal the 

bundle of energy he will keep you going. Nothing gets this man down 

(except singing in a presentation).

Our intrepid team of Year 7 STEM Clubbers went away engineering 

novices, up against 5 teams of Year 8s. Our team returns VICTORIOUS*. A 

victory no one saw coming. This rag-tag bunch combined their strengths 

to become a single unit, moving as one, battling foes 1 year their senior. 

Nothing daunted them.

*The team were disqualified for being too young, but will return next year 

to avenge this injustice.
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A big congratulations to Year 8 for 

another great week. A special shoutout 

goes to 8 Beech for their impressive 

efforts during Enterprise Week. Next 

week, it’s 8 Cedar’s turn, and we’re 

looking forward to seeing what they 

bring to the challenge!

This week in PDW, students explored the 

topic of grooming. The session focused 

on identifying warning signs and 

understanding how online groomers 

might act to persuade someone they 

are someone else. This important 

discussion equips students with the 

knowledge to stay safe online.

Our assembly this week looked at 

positive behaviour- what it looks like and 

how it can help students excel in their 

Gradu8 challenges. Students were 

encouraged to think about how their 

actions influence others and how 

positive choices can make a difference 

for themselves and those around them.

Shoutout to 8 Maple!

A huge well done to 8 Maple, who are 

learning how to juggle for 

their Develop challenge. They’ve really 

been throwing themselves into it and 

we’re impressed with the progress so far. 

Luckily, they have the expert guidance 

of Mr. Santos, who we hear is a juggling 

master (or so he claims)! Here are some 

photos of Karl, Josh, and Kaloyan 

showing off their skills.









The Cat Rescue Mission
or Angels for a Cat



One day in late September Philippa and her friends, Indie and Daniel, were on their way home from 

school, when Philippa saw a little cat, which had almost no voice. Philippa, as an animal lover, 

convinced Indie and Daniel to come with her to check on the cat. They soon realised that the little, 

almost deaf, cat needed help!!! So Philippa called me and the rescue mission began.

Philippa was so determined and left almost no space for discussion. She said: “Mum, this cat needs 

our help!!! Maybe she lost her way, or she is abandoned, or she is ill…. She will not survive alone in 

the woods. And mum, we already have a name for her…. We named her Milly!!!” She was so serious 

that I felt there was no point in arguing with her. I took a really deep breath and rang our 

neighbour to organise some cat food through her. Two minutes later the trio came around the 

corner; Daniel pushing their bikes, Indie next to Philippa who had her arms protectively around the 

little cat, and the cat looking at me!!!

Brilliant, I thought to myself, already seeing that I was in trouble. As I have a cat allergy I didn’t allow 

the cat into our house. That was a No Go!!! So the feeding started outside. We took a few photos 

of the cat, put them on Nextdoor and rang the nearby vet. But nobody got back to us. My 

husband came out and said with a big smile and rolling his eyes, “your cup of tea…” as he went to 

an appointment. Wonderful….

So, as Daniel had to go home (by now he wanted to convince his parents to adopt the cat), I 

decided to go to our vet to check if the cat was chipped. Indie convinced her mum to allow her 

further on the cat-rescue mission. The cat went into a little cage without any problems. She seemed 

to feel that we wanted to help her. So I drove the two girls and the cat, “Milly”, to our vet on 

Richmond Hill. Dr Aiz is by far the best vet I know. He really checked her out with a lot of care and 

said to the girls that they had done very well and probably saved the cat's life!

He discovered that she was chipped and found the owner. The cat's name in the database was 

Lilly …. But sadly the vet couldn’t reach the owner. So we had to leave the cat with the vet, hoping 

that somebody would come and pick her up. Philippa was almost crying, but Dr Aiz reassured her 

that he would take good care of Milly. The girls were allowed to see Milly/Lilly´s rescue place.

That evening the owner contacted my neighbour over Nextdoor …. She hadn’t changed the 

details on the database, but had photos proving that it was her cat. Her name was actually 

Pip!!! In a way really unbelievable I thought to myself. Pip found Philippa and knew she would help. 

The new owner was so happy and thankful and picked her cat up from the vet the next day!!! 

What a journey! I was very proud of the kids that they had started the rescue mission – or – the 

Angels for a cat! Mrs Zoeller
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Another great week from 

Year 9 with lots of 

achievements. The students 

behaved fantastically in 

their important PDW sessions 

- the year team was very 

proud at their maturity. They 

also took on board key 

messages during their 

assembly on low-level 

disruption - this showed to us 

that the vast majority of the 

year group are doing 

fantastically and gaining 

lots of achievement points. 

Finally, Mr Jacob 

congratulated a group of 

Year 9 students that 

performed excellently on 

their computing 

assessments - lots of prizes 

were given!

Well done Year 9 and enjoy 

your weekend.
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Week 3/6 is now complete! This 

week in assembly students were 

delivered an assembly by Ms 

Weston about goal setting and 

new year's resolutions. Although 

GCSE’s seem a long way off, it is 

important to remember that 

every day is a part of that 

journey and it is not always an 

easy one. Therefore, resilience 

and hard work is key, even at this 

stage in the year! Please also be 

aware that students have been 

reminded that they are to use 

the bathroom at lunch and 

break times, not during their 

lesson time unless absolutely 

necessary. With a few more 

weeks to go until an activity day 

and a break, we encourage our 

students to stay focused, 

organised and motivated until 

the very end!
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Year 11s are in full swing with 

interventions. Attendance at 

these sessions has been amazing, 

and I’m glad to see the cohort 

taking full advantage of them.

The Mock Results Day almost felt 

like the real day! The students 

were buzzing and celebrating 

what has, so far, been a 

successful year. However, I need 

students to remember not to 

become complacent and to 

remain focused. There is still plenty 

of time to increase grades and 

solidify content.

It goes without saying that work 

completed outside of school must 

increase. Students should take it 

upon themselves to revise 

content, complete exam 

questions, and work through past 

papers. If they are struggling with 

this, they must have a 

conversation with their teachers 

so they are clear on what needs 

to be done to make progress.

A huge congratulations to the 

following people for being 

awarded tutor awards:

Ash - Laura

Beech - Archie

Cedar - Maya

Elm - Sophie

Maple - Stanley

Oak - Che

Rowan - Izzy

Willow - Indie





Year Name Subject Reason

7O Emilija Southall History Excellent progress in the subject

8A Harry Nicholas History Excellent engagement in class

9A Mohammed El Haddad History Excellent progress in the subject

10A Gustav Alpsten History Excellent engagement in class

11M Leo Sarasini History Excellent test results

12B Martha Davies History Excellent progress in the subject

13G Jack Kenny History Excellent test results

7R Theo Leung Geography Excellent progress in the subject

9C Claire Chung Geography Excellent engagement in class

11W William Pitt Geography Excellent engagement in class

12D Mia Mcgregor-Wood Geography Excellent contributions

13B Jack Crane Geography Excellent progress in the subject

7R Nina Alijevic Religious Studies Excellent assessment grade

8E Demid Getmanov Religious Studies Excellent engagement in class

9R Noah Thompson-Morton Religious Studies Excellent assessment grade

10R Deeba Zamani Religious Studies Excellent engagement in class

11A Henry Bolland Religious Studies Excellent progress in the subject

10B Elena Bell Politics Excellent engagement in class

11B Noah Cervantes Politics Excellent progress in the subject

12C Amaani Akbar-Qadri Politics Excellent progress in the subject

13G Jack Kenny Politics Excellent contributions

12G Millie Dodds Philosophy Excellent progress in the subject

13D Louis Wykes Philosophy Excellent progress in the subject

10O Lora Hoxha Health & Social Care Excellent engagement in class

11C Myla Aihevba Health & Social Care Excellent classwork

12C Isabel Burrows Health & Social Care Excellent progress in the subject

13D Cakil Ozerturk Health & Social Care Excellent progress in the subject

12E Livi Slader-Heys Sociology Excellent classwork

13G Tabitha Dwyer Sociology Excellent progress in the subject

12C Elsie Hobson Psychology Excellent engagement in class

13B Lauren Jackson Psychology Excellent engagement in class

12F Maria Djukic Economics Excellent progress in the subject

13B Zoe Lam Economics Excellent progress in the subject

12G Velina Grantcharova Criminology Excellent engagement in class

13A Joshua Tong Criminology Excellent engagement in class

of the week 
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“Eighty percent of success is 

showing up” - Woody Allen
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Tutor Group Attendance %

7 Cedar 100%

8 Maple 97.9%

9 Elm 98.8%

10 Ash 98.8%

11 Ash 99.3%

Year Group Attendance %

Year 7 98.2%

Year 8 96.2%

Year 9 96.3%

Year 10 96%

Year 11 95.7%





timetable
Extracurricular

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1f1ASYn3J73O00D2tpvAp234A9WpFKQxXMY1aDKpBTro/edit?gid=0#gid=0
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You already may know that one of our 
Grey Court drama teaching alumni (the 
very much missed Mr Page) co-wrote a 
play a couple of years ago called The 
Piano Smashers. You may not know 
however, once having completed the 
script, that Mr Page approached me to 
work out how an almost propless one-
person show involving the physical 
destruction of a piano could be brought 
to life, in only the imagination of the 
audience, through the use of music and 
sound.

Mr Page, presumably envisioning some 
technological sound trickery that I may 
have up my sleeve, started the 
conversation something like this:

Mr Page: “Miles, I’ve written a play where 
we need the music to be made from the 
sound of a piano being violently 
destroyed… oh… and also… the sound of 
a piano being dropped from a crane. I 
think you're the person that can do this".

The conversation of course immediately
continued something like this:

Mr Allchurch: “Well, we’re definitely
violently destroying and dropping a piano 
then aren't we?!”

Mr Page: “Really?”

Mr Allchurch: “Trust me…”

Why would I spend hours upon hours of 
time trying to digitally recreate in software 
the sound of strings discordantly colliding 
and wood splintering in the great 
cacophony you only get to experience 
when the music, tension and weight of an 
acoustic piano finally gets to harmonise 
with the inevitable conclusion of its 
destiny, when combined with gravity, a 
floor and maniacs like myself and Mr 
Page?

So… a summer or two ago Mr Page and I 
did this:
https://bit.ly/pianosmashers

https://bit.ly/pianosmashers






Compulsory DofE Training Sessions for all Bronze 
Participants and any Silver Participants who did not 
complete the Bronze Award last academic year.

Compulsory DofE training sessions begin on Thursday 30 January (next 
week).

The first session is First Aid and all future training sessions in the calendar 
must be completed to attend the expeditions. Please make sure your 
child has Google Classroom notifications turned on and please ensure 
that all dates are in your personal calendars to avoid potential conflicts 
between commitments.

If there are any issues and students are genuinely unable to attend on 
the day, a parent/carer should contact the appropriate leaders, 
explaining the circumstances by email.

All tents need to be available and ready to use for the camp set up 
training session. To ensure fairness and remove barriers to participation, 
we do have a limited supply of tents available for students to borrow, 
but priority is given to those who may face financial barriers to 
participation. Please email us at the earliest opportunity if the group that 
your child is in does not have enough tents to cover the size of the 
group. The tents should be the same ones they will be using for the 
expeditions.

Similarly suitable food, plates, bowls and cutlery need to be brought to 
school for the cooking session (we only provide the fuel and 
Trangiers/pans to cook with).

Resources and equipment needed for upcoming sessions are outlined in 
the calendar previously shared in October (attached again below for 
your convenience). The DofE Expedition Kit List resources page is also 
linked below

Please direct any questions regarding the Bronze Award to both Mr 
Allchurch (mallchurch@greycourt.org.uk) and Ms Mannion 
(dmannion@greycourt.org.uk) as we will be able to respond more 
quickly when contacting both of the Bronze Team.

Any questions regarding the Silver Award should be directed to Mr Nair 
(snair@greycourt.org.uk).

Please note: the calendar dates in the first column are the Mondays that 
each week begins on… All sessions are on the THURSDAY of each week.

The Assessed Silver Expedition will take place during the Summer 
Term Activities Week.

Important DofE Training Dates

https://www.dofe.org/shop/expedition-kit-main/
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mailto:mallchurch@greycourt.org.uk
mailto:dmannion@greycourt.org.uk
mailto:snair@greycourt.org.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gcEqdR97edvXQsLl0gmxxTecErLYioK2/view?usp=sharing
https://www.dofe.org/shop/expedition-kit-main/


Sen-sational

The DT and computing faculty were aghast last Monday during morning 

briefing when the chair normally taken by Mr Sen Nair for the last 1564 

consecutive working days was vacant! Murmurings of “Where’s 

Sen?” “What’s happened?” and “Mr Nair - he dead?” emanated around his 

workroom as staff pondered the unthinkable. However, readers will no doubt 

be relieved to hear that the man whose minimalistic public persona makes 

Liam Nesson’s turn in “Taken 2” look positively animated, was in fact alive and 

well! By 3pm the Sen-meister had been spotted in the building twirling a pair of 

keys! When quizzed it was revealed that he had in fact been taking his 

advanced minibus driving test. The reason for such devotion to duty was to 

transport students to the Duke of Edinburgh expeditions he helps to run. The 

Sen-sei of course passed with aplomb!

The Jaguar

Talking of wonderful attendance, I am presently the temporary custodian of 

two year 7 classes who fill my classroom with their ideas and energy and are 

very rarely - if ever ill! Such is the esteem I hold them in, that I have christened 

each class the 556th and 557th favourites that I have ever taught! As a 

reward we have studied Ted Hughes’ poem “The Jaguar”, a text I normally 

reserve for my A-level students. A shout out to Sidney, Daniela, Sofia, Bailey, 

Arun, Lily, Hannah and Mario who have provided sublime readings of this text 

that would make the Romantics proud!

Sen and the Art of Mini-Bus Maintenance

House Kendo

I was delighted to welcome Dr 

Alan Thompson - a poet of fiscal 

studies - into the embrace of the 

Roman house this week. Dr 

Thompson, who amongst his many 

achievements was once the 

captain of the British Kendo team, 

has declared himself to be 

“delighted, honoured and 

humbled” to be part of the Roman 

Empire. Indeed, he has vowed to 

help the Emperor continue his 

inexorable march towards a third 

title in four years.

Mr Thompson’s signing - has 

fatefully - coincided with a new 

House competition I have added 

to the calendar - Staff inter house 

Kendo! Ms Price, Aztec champion, 

Mr Jacob and Sir Gordon Walker -

notice is served - iron your 

loincloths!

Mr Clements



Rank Scholarship

Well done to year 13 student, and aspiring vet, Carlo Tilman, for his work this 

year as a Rank scholar. Carlo was nominated in 11 for this prestigious 

programme - where talented future leaders - receive mentoring from 

entrepreneurs and academics sponsored by the Rank organisation. Older 

readers may remember the logo of this company featuring a man in a 

loincloth banging a gong! Carlo has been praised by the Rank team for his 

work on cyber bullying campaigns and his contribution to numerous 

community events. For my part, I have really enjoyed seeing Carlo 

become increasingly articulate and grow in confidence. He is 

a wonderful role model to students from the lower school.

Comsublant Gundry

A final thank you to Mr Gundry, for organising a Sixth Form Talk from Imperial 

college for both his chemists and members of our medical society which 

amongst other matters - encouraged students to solve real-world problems 

in areas such as energy, the environment, and healthcare. It is important 

that aspiring doctors develop their skills in oracy and problem solving and 

are regularly exposed to high level academic discourse. There is also the 

matter of raising awareness of the range of jobs and opportunities across 

the STEM spectrum. Mr Gundry, is a man who has adopted both the attire 

and the furrowed brow of a Cold War submarine commander, such is the 

seriousness with which he takes his craft. As a teacher he should be 

commended for his consistent dedication to his Grey Court duties of 

promoting academic excellence. His work often goes under the radar.





This week 
Year 7 What is/is not a crime, and what happens when you 

commit one?

Year 8 What happened to Breck Bednar?

Year 9 Vaginal health

Year 10 What is unconscious bias and how can we tackle it?

Year 11 RS/Computing

Year 7 How can 11 people go to jail for 1 murder – Joint 
Enterprise

Year 8 How can we recognise bias and fake news?

Year 9 How can we keep a penis and testes healthy?

Year 10 What are micro-aggressions?

Year 11 What is stress?

Next week 



EMOTIONAL HEALTH SUPPORT SERVICES HELP FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Please click the link for information, resources, and services to help 
support young people and their families

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BDE_GL1YBfqTnKcwvByecZSDyw6AwDl_/view?usp=sharing






Achieving for Children’s mental health support teams are delivering a 

series of webinars for parents of secondary-aged children and young 

people. The ‘Helping teens with…’ series of webinars covers a range of 

common difficulties experienced by children and will aim to share 

evidence-based strategies to help parents and carers with these 

difficulties. In the third and fourth columns of the table, you will find the 

sign-up links.

Support for Parents ‘Helping teens’ series

‘Helping teens with…’ series 

Volunteering Opportunity

Are you passionate about children, and keen to develop the breadth of 

your skills? Join a fantastic team of volunteers offering one to one 

psychological support to bereaved children in the Richmond borough. 

Deadline for applications: 14 February 2025

To find out more visit https://space2grieve.org.uk/volunteer/

Space to Grieve 

Support for Young Carers

If you are a young carer and you would like to talk to someone in school, please speak to 
your SSO and they will assist you.  Alternatively please see the links below.

Richmond:  https://www.richmondcarers.org/services/services-for-young-carers/

Kingston: https://www.kingstonyoungcarers.org.uk/

Know your rights:
https://carers.org/know-your-rights-young-carers-guide/know-your-rights-young-carers-
guide-overview

Young Carers Futures Hub - Support with careers
https://carers.org/young-carers-futures-hub/young-carers-futures-hub

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17c_Jb-3M6VKkVlY3Ge9EYth4pVcmh-_z/view
https://space2grieve.org.uk/volunteer/
https://www.richmondcarers.org/services/services-for-young-carers/
https://www.kingstonyoungcarers.org.uk/
https://carers.org/know-your-rights-young-carers-guide/know-your-rights-young-carers-guide-overview
https://carers.org/young-carers-futures-hub/young-carers-futures-hub


Please see details below of 3 groups that will be 
running this term for parents and carers of adolescents:

TRIPLE P TEEN
This group is for parents and carers of adolescents with mild to 

moderate challenging behaviour. Topics include encouraging 

appropriate behaviour and managing problem behaviour

Saturday 1 and 8 March. Venue to be confirmed but will be in 

Kingston borough 10am-2pm for 2 consecutive weeks

TEEN LIFE
A 6 week parent group for parents and carers of children aged 

10-16 years with a diagnosis of ASD. Sessions include 

Understanding Autism, Understanding Autistic identity, Stress and 

Anxiety, Health and Wellbeing and Puberty.

Starting Thursday 27 February at The Moor Lane Centre, Moor 

Lane, Chessington, KT9 2AA

9.45am-12.15pm for 6 consecutive weeks

123 MAGIC
For parents and carers of children up to 7 years of age with a 

diagnosis of ADHD or on the pathway to diagnosis or who 

display challenging behaviour. The course will include 

information on ‘What is ADHD?’ It will provide simple tools for 

parents to control unwanted behaviour, encourage 

appropriate behaviour and strengthen your relationship.

Starting Thursday 27 February at Chessington Children’s Centre, 

Buckland Road, Chessington, KT9 1JF

10am-12pm for 5 consecutive weeks

Attendance to all sessions is required

For more information and to register interest in any of the above 

courses, please contact Karen Williams

karen.williams@achievingforchildren.org.uk

Support for Parents



Happy New Year from the whole team at ADHD Embrace. And to kick off 2025, we thought it 
would be nice to share our plans for the year ahead....
The past year has undoubtedly been a tough one. The rising cost of living continues to place 
pressure on families, while waiting times for assessment and diagnosis remain long. The 
ongoing medication shortages persist as a major challenge and schools are still struggling to 
provide adequate support for pupils with ADHD. Not the cheeriest way to start a New Year’s 
message, we admit!\

Is there any good news for our ADHD community?
Yes, there are definitely reasons to feel hopeful! More people have come forward to share 
their experiences with ADHD, increasing awareness and understanding of the condition across 
society.
For the first time, there’s been national-level recognition of the challenges faced by those with 
ADHD when in December 2023, the NHS launched a new national taskforce to improve care 
for people living with the condition. We are thrilled to share that ADHD Embrace has been 
invited to be part of this taskforce, ensuring that our community will be directly represented at 
a national level. This is a big step forward in securing the recognition and support that our 
community needs.

And locally, what changes have there been for Richmond & Kingston families?
We collaborate closely with a variety of groups where we share feedback and the needs of 
our community. Our Executive Director represents ADHD Embrace on the Kingston Autism and 
ADHD Strategy Partnership Board, the SEND Voluntary Forum led by the Council as well as 
having a close relationship with Achieving for Children and CAMHS.

What will ADHD Embrace be doing in 2025?
We’re excited to continue developing our Youth Courses where we work directly with children 
and young people and we have a fantastic schedule of expert-led webinars lined up for the 
year ahead.
We’ll also carry on delivering support in schools and reminding families in Richmond & Kingston 
about the free one-to-one advice available from our Family Support Worker, Claire. You can 
book her sessions here.
In addition, we’re continuing our work with professionals through our Teacher Webinars. 
Our Annual Review has the full details of how we work to support you every day.

Our message to the ADHD Embrace community in 2025....
Keep being supportive – to your children, to us, and to fellow parents! We hope to meet as 
many of you as possible in 2025. If you’d like to help us fundraise, consider participating in a 
challenge event – we often secure access to sold-out events, so do get in touch here. Finally, 
we are delighted to announce that we’ve secured tickets for London Marathon 2026! More 
information to follow.

Most importantly, we wish you all a positive, happy year ahead. Here’s to a 2025 filled with the 
best for our children and young people – and remember, we’re here to support you every step 
of the way.  

Click here to book and find out more about our events. 

https://adhdembrace.org/civicrm/?civiwp=CiviCRM&q=civicrm/mailing/url&u=2597&qid=219704
https://adhdembrace.org/civicrm/?civiwp=CiviCRM&q=civicrm/mailing/url&u=2576&qid=219704
https://adhdembrace.org/civicrm/?civiwp=CiviCRM&q=civicrm/mailing/url&u=2577&qid=219704
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_-164123750133347899_m_8706207228002917729_
https://adhdembrace.org/civicrm/?civiwp=CiviCRM&q=civicrm%2Fmailing%2Fview&reset=1&id=370&cid=1284&cs=7e3ae40f5c845c710aa73360f6496f19_1735717505_168


* NEW** course for young people: ADHD Study Skills Hub for GCSE 
and A-Level Students

Why has ADHD Embrace organised this course?
For many students, and especially those who experience challenges 
when it comes to the key executive functions required for exam 
preparation (planning and organising), this course will give them the 
tools and support to enable them to succeed at what can be a very 
stressful time.
When is it? Three week course, once a week starting on the 29th 
January 2025 - 5pm-6pm for GCSE students and 6:15pm to 7:15pm for 
A-level students.
It will be run over three sessions of an hour each on the following 
dates:
•Wednesday 29th January
•Wednesday 5th February
•Wednesday 12th February
What is the objective: To support students in building self-esteem, 
confidence, and effective learning strategies as they prepare for 
GCSEs and A-Levels. It will cover:

Session 1: Discovering Your Values and Strengths
In this session, students will explore what drives them and identify their 
natural strengths. Developing self-awareness lays the foundation for 
greater confidence and resilience when facing challenging tasks.

Session 2: Mastering Revision Techniques
This practical session introduces strategies for effective exam 
preparation. Students will learn to create a versatile revision 
framework that applies to all subjects, offering a structured path 
through the study process.

Session 3: Identifying Motivation and Planning Ahead
Focused on motivation and mindset, this session encourages students 
to set goals and plan ahead. By deciding on key steps in advance, 
students will feel ready to begin their revision journey with confidence 
and a clear sense of direction.

How do I find out more info & book? Click here.

https://adhdembrace.org/civicrm/?civiwp=CiviCRM&q=civicrm/mailing/url&u=2567&qid=221932
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Year 13

Please note that for students who take a Social Science subject 

(Psychology, Sociology & Economics) there will be additional 

appointments on Wednesday 5 February, as staff cannot see all of 

the students in one evening. Students and parents will be made 

aware of which evening their class has been allocated to next 

week.

The following classes will have parents evening on Wednesday 5 

February:

Psychology: 13A/Py1

Sociology: 13C/So1

Economics: 13D/Ec1

This will be a remote event, so all appointments will be virtual.

The online booking system will open on Thursday 30 January at 

8.00am and will close on Wednesday 5 February at 6.00pm.

Please find a guide below on how to manage the booking system.

School Cloud Booking Guide

You can find a list of questions and answers relating to 

appointments here: Q&A.

If you have any concerns about how to book, or if you would like us 

to book the appointments for you if you are unable to, please 

contact ouluduzatakan@greycourt.org.uk.

Parents’ Evening

Date: Thursday 6 February

Time: 4pm to 7pm

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mD-wgpy56g4GPGrK_AOjnfcItBIqGC7vWUIVnYHo5Jc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nCCAoYs23Tg-p_u61k9gkK9UHTXVZqh6p5KhPwOfUfQ/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:ouluduzatakan@greycourt.org.uk


How to Guide for Booking Appointments

The unique web address for our Parents’ evening is 

https://greycourt.schoolcloud.co.uk

Once you have clicked on this you will be required to enter the following 

information. Please note that the information we require is the information 

that you submitted to us and the information we have on our school 

system:

-Title

-First Name

-Surname

-Email address you want to be contacted on

-Your child’s first name, surname and date of birth

You then need to follow this step by step guide to making appointments

with teachers. If you would prefer, please watch this video. 

75 students have heard from all five of their university choices and should 

be thinking about selecting their firm and insurance choices. Universities 

often hold open days which are great for helping to make a decision 

about choices. If you need any help and advice about which courses to 

choose please come and see Ms McNicol or Ms Moore and they can 

guide you through the process.

The following students have accepted their offers: Virginia Corellas, 

Sophie Elsden, Daniel Evans, Jemima Hughes-Jarvis, Kyryl Vishtal

UCAS update

All the BTEC students who sat external 

exams in January - you conducted yourself 

brilliantly in the exams!

Stars of the Week

https://greycourt.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Uo873h1qG3KQ8NsKicsNNtQPTU5cqiB7kzT7JqMVsiU/edit
https://vimeo.com/473882995


EPQ Update
There are now two more weeks working 

independently on final versions of essays or artefacts 

and completing log books and folders. On Activity 

Day, students will be given an introduction to creating 

their final presentations on their EPQ. This is in front of a 

small audience of their peers and will last about 10 

minutes (including a Q and A session). Presentations 

should be completed in February so that final folders 

can be handed in by the beginning of March. This 

avoids any clash with preparation for Easter mocks.

Our new year 12 Oxbridge group will be 

set up on Google classroom next week. 

An initial meeting will take place when 

results from the google form have been 

collected.

Oxbridge Update

It’s been a busy start for 2025 for our year 12s, well done to all of 

them for completing their trial exams, BTEC exams and the 8 hour 

Criminology Assessments. They were incredibly mature, 

demonstrated a great work ethic and resilience during this time.

The results of their trial exams will inform the new wave of academic 

licences and parents/students will be contacted if a student’s 

academic licence is removed or been granted.

Year 12



We were fortunate to have Dr Andreas Kogelbauer, Director of Course Operations, Senior Lecturer, and 

Departmental Senior Tutor from the Department of Chemical Engineering at Imperial College London, 

visit our Year 12 chemistry students for an insightful and engaging talk on the subject of chemical 

engineering. Accompanied by two of his undergraduate students, Erin and Ahmed, Dr Kogelbauer 

offered a unique perspective on the course, the career opportunities within the field, and the 

experience of studying at one of the world’s top universities.

The session began with an introduction to chemical engineering, a discipline that combines chemistry, 

biology, physics, and mathematics to solve real-world problems in areas such as energy, the 

environment, and healthcare. Dr Kogelbauer, Erin, and Ahmed shared their personal experiences and 

the pathways they took to get to where they are today, giving our students a glimpse into both the 

academic and professional sides of the field.

The talk also highlighted the broad range of career opportunities available to chemical engineering 

graduates, from working in industry to pursuing further research or even in business and finance. Erin and 

Ahmed provided a first-hand look at life as an undergraduate at Imperial, discussing their studies, 

challenges, and what they enjoy most about the course.

We are extremely grateful to Dr Kogelbauer, Erin, and Ahmed for taking the time to come in and share 

their expertise with our students. It was an enlightening experience that provided valuable insights into 

both the subject of chemical engineering and what it’s like to study at Imperial College London. We 

hope that the session inspired some of our students to consider this exciting and dynamic field for their 

future studies and careers.

Guest Talk on Chemical 

Engineering with 
Dr Andreas Kogelbauer 

from Imperial College London
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Mark Evison Foundation

On Monday, year 12s heard from the Mark Evison Foundation, whose mission is 
to promote the personal development of young people through the 
undertaking of challenges. During the assembly they have invited year 12 
students to think of a project they would like to undertake which is personally 
challenging. Applications are self-designed.

On Thursday 30 January, the Mark Evison Foundation will return to the sixth form 
to discuss the process with year 12 students who are interested in applying.

As I said to the students, opportunities like this are rare, an organisation willing to 
fund a project of their choosing and enable them to grow, such projects 
develop confidence, strength, resilience and breadth, as applicants take 
independent ownership of something they are keen to do. 

https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/

The website also highlights the year 13 groups who achieved success last year, 
showcasing their remarkable accomplishments.

https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/


This week year 12 have been given additional details about organising their work 
experience placement in July. Work experience week is 30 June - 4 July and this 
can include university summer schools and other related activities e.g. the 
Valencia trip. Many universities offer summer schools early in July and for some 
students an academic experience is a great way of building their personal 
statement.

Once the student has spoken to an employer and agreed a placement, this 
needs to be added to the Unifrog placements tool as this is where all the 
information is kept and shared between the student, employer, parent/carer 

and the school. A short video to show this step by step: 
https://cdn.unifrog.org/video/n193u79dee/720.mp4 The deadline for this to be 
completed by student, employer, parent and school on the Unifrog system is: 
28th March 2025

Please look through the recent presentation so you can see the update the 
students received: PDW WEX Update Jan 2025 and students can access the 
weekly opportunities bulletin where we will advertise placements.

Please speak to or email Ms Corrighan if you have any questions 
bcorrighan@greycourt.org.uk

This is your personalised information bulletin about:

• Work experience - we post all the opportunities we have with 

companies in this bulletin too

• Careers talks

• University tasters/summer schools

• Apprenticeships

Students should be accessing this via Google classroom every Friday 

to keep informed of what they can access to help them build their 

experience and explore their career options.

Weekly Opportunities Bulletin

24/01/2025 Sixth Form Careers Opportunities

Work Experience

https://cdn.unifrog.org/video/n193u79dee/720.mp4
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1242qOpYt4jhuyZMyVQYRn11DNPLhW5h4--K7D0md79A/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:bcorrighan@greycourt.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tNLSlqZJDakeYpOMWfDOMMDzXdJPTo2zhIy6Rv0wTXM/edit?usp=sharing


News



Congratulations to the U14s who continued their great start to the Borough League 

with a 4-1 win vs Christ’s. A hat trick from Harrison S and one for Alex W-O in an 

excellent team performance! (team featured in the photo)

Also, congratulations to the U16 girls basketball team who won the Borough League, 

and to the U18 boys football team with their recent win: Grey Court 8, Turing House 0.  

Goals - Rory M (4), James R (2), Leo D and Jamie B.



It has been a fantastic month for Taym Al-Rawi at Grey Court. He 

continues to excel in his PE lessons, recently winning the 9a Inter 

House cross country event. Taym is maturing as a rugby player, he is 

extremely talented with ball in hand with his speed and power and 

is a key player for the u14 team. He has also represented the u15 

team this year as well.

Taym is also a superb athlete and was part of the winning U14 

Indoor athletics team at Lee Valley. He won the individual 300m in 

39.58 seconds (New PB) and then ran an impressive 3rd leg for the 

record breaking 4 x 200m relay team (1m 37 seconds).

Taym is looking forward to the Rosslyn Park 7s comp in March where 

is hoping to score many tries and the upcoming athletics season 

where he wants to run 38.7 in the 300m.

Well done, Taym

Boys Player of the Month



Evie Archer won the Year 8/9 Borough Cross Country race which is an 
outstanding achievement, this has secured her place in the Middlesex team 
for next year's competition. Evie has also competed in the U15 Cross Country 
team for the English Schools Competition. She also competes in the Met 
League for XC in the U15 age group and has finished 4th in the 4.5km event, 
beaten only by girls a year her senior. Evie was a key member of the U14 
Indoor Athletics team who placed 4th in the B final last week. Evie won her 
event 2 weeks in a row with a solid time of 2:22 for an 800m race.

Hockey is also one of Evie’s strongest sports and she has been involved in the 
Hockey Mentors Project; a non-profit CIC that helps junior performance 
hockey players from state schools and/or ethnic minorities fulfil their potential. 
Evie has had matches and training sessions against top schools including 
Repton, Ipswich and St Bede’s. She has also been selected to represent 
London North in Hockey, no easy feat. This involves monthly training sessions 
and matches against other counties. On top of this, Evie is a very talented GA 
in netball and co-captain of the U14A netball team. She is a play-maker in 
attack as well as holding very good shooting stats this season.

Girls Player of the Month



Geraint Dutton has had an 
outstanding month, excelling 
both on the sports field and in 
the classroom. Representing the 
school in both football and 
rugby, Geraint’s talent and 
dedication have been clear to 
see. He was a key player in the 
football team’s fantastic 
success, helping them secure 
victory in the Borough League. 
In rugby, Geraint’s contributions 
were equally impressive, playing 
an important role in the team’s 
journey to a second-place finish 
in the Middlesex Plate 
competition. His commitment, 
teamwork, and skill have made 
him an essential part of both 
squads.

In addition to his sporting 
achievements, Geraint has 
shown an excellent attitude in 
his scholarship lessons. His focus, 
hard work, and positive mindset 
make him a standout student. 
He consistently gives his best 
effort, engages actively in 
lessons, and is always ready to 
support and inspire his peers.

Congratulations, Geraint, on 
being named Scholar of the 
Month! Your achievements on 
and off the field have been 
great, and we look forward to 
seeing all that you accomplish 
next!

Boys Scholar of the Month



It is with great pleasure that we 

celebrate Maya McCorriston as our 

Sports Scholar of the Month. Maya 

has consistently demonstrated 

excellence in every aspect of her 

sporting life, earning her this well-

deserved recognition.

Maya exemplifies what it means to 

be a true team player. Whether on 

the field or court, she consistently 

puts the needs of the team above 

her own, always encouraging and 

supporting her teammates to reach 

their full potential. Her collaborative 

spirit and selfless attitude are a 

testament to her outstanding 

character and commitment to 

fostering a positive, inclusive team 

culture. This was highlighted in a 

recent U12B football tournament 

where she shone as a leader and 

team player for her team who is 

learning the game.

Maya leads by example, inspiring 

others through her work ethic, 

discipline, and perseverance and 

steps up in high-pressure moments, 

providing guidance and motivation 

when it matters most. Her ability to 

remain calm, focused, and 

determined has been a huge asset 

to every team she’s been part of.

In addition to her leadership and 

teamwork, Maya’s all-round sporting 

ability is truly remarkable. She has 

excelled across multiple sports, 

consistently pushing her limits and 

achieving top results.

Well done Maya!

Girls Scholar of the Month



The team of the month for December is awarded to the U14 Indoor 
Athletics team who were crowned Lee Valley Champions on 
Wednesday 4 December. 61 schools entered the competition at the 
group stages so this is an unbelievable achievement. The 4 x 200m 
relay team (Joshua, Sergio, Taym and Grindan) also broke a 10 year 
record at the competition clocking 1m 37 seconds. 

The U14 Team: J Gilbert, I McHardy, G Abrahams, S Beroldo, 
T Al-Rawi, S Ribeiro, A Barikor

Boys Team of the Month



What a start to the Athletics season it has been! Our U14 Girls 

Athletics Squad has made 3 trips to Lee Valley to compete at 

the Lee Valley Indoor Athletics Competition against some 

fantastic teams from London, Essex and Hertfordshire.

The team qualified in 3rd place during the first round of the 

competition, with stand out performances on the track. Along 

came the semi final, the team just missed out on the A final but 

qualified in 1st place for the B final. The final took place on the 

4th December. Daisy (60m), Ruby (300m) and Evie (800m) won 

their events which took the team into a strong position at the 

start. All of the team performed well on the day but they 

finished 4th in the B final.

Many of the members of the team got PBs in their events which 

is excellent and sets them up for a good summer of athletics, 

we can't wait to see what they do out on the track and field 

next year! Well done to Daisy, Olivia, Laila, Beatrice, Ruby, 

Daisy and Evie.

Girls Team of the Month



CLICK HERE to sign up to audition

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcXef_2YdOVZaMArsq9-t4j2y12OeTfRfjt0bqKY-emeerlA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Please find below details of two public consultations on the admission 
arrangements for 2026/27

1. Christ Church CofE Primary, Kingston

In accordance with the School Admissions Code, please follow this link to the draft 

admissions arrangements for entry to Christ Church CE Primary School, Surbiton in 

September 2026. The consultation period lasts from Friday 20th December 2024 to 

Friday 31st January 2025 inclusive and all responses must be received within this time 

period. In your response, please include your full name, title and contact 

details. Responses can be sent by:

Post to:

The Admissions Committee

Christ Church CE Primary School

Pine Gardens

Surbiton

KT5 8LJ

Email to:

office@ccp.rbksch.org (with the subject ‘Admissions Arrangements Consultation 
2026-2027)

The change proposed is:

•Church attendance (at least fortnightly) over a period of one year prior to 

application having previously been two years.

•Clarification on how ‘proximity’ is calculated and how joint care arrangements are 
decided for ‘home’ address.

The Consultation Admissions Policy and Arrangements for 2026-2027 are available 

on the school’s website

2. St Richard Reynolds Catholic High School, Richmond

The Governing Body of St Richard Reynolds Catholic College is consulting on a small 

change to its admissions arrangements for 2026/27 to St Richard Reynolds Catholic 

High School.

Governors propose extending the definition of a sibling applicant to include those 

having a sibling currently attending the school and a sibling who formerly attended 

the school.

The proposed admission arrangements for 2026-2027 are available on the school’s 
website.

The consultation will run from Tuesday 17th December 2024 to Tuesday 28th January 

2025. If you have any comments on the proposed arrangements, please submit 

them by email to consultation@srrcc.org.uk or in writing to: The Clerk to the 

Governing Body, St Richard Reynolds Catholic College, Clifden Road, Twickenham 

TW1 4LT

https://www.ccp.kingston.sch.uk/Admissions-Consultation-for-2026-27-Determined-Arr/
mailto:office@ccp.rbksch.org
https://www.ccp.kingston.sch.uk/Admissions-Consultation-for-2026-27-Determined-Arr/
https://strichardreynolds.org.uk/high-school/high-school-admissions/
mailto:consultation@srrcc.org.uk





