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Cover photo: Year 10 biologists shining a light on photosynthesis 



School Events

Sports TT

Extracurricular TT

Education Fund

ScoPay

The Uniform Shop

Thursdays 3:15-4pm

Sport SOCS

Weekly Menus

Contact: 

sniss@greycourt.org.uk

24-25 Term Dates
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https://www.greycourt.richmond.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=7&viewid=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sgTLO7M7z2FSrhMEUOCUa8DUzKHq2lA9URSCSH_Ic2s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1f1ASYn3J73O00D2tpvAp234A9WpFKQxXMY1aDKpBTro/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.justgiving.com/greycourt-education
https://www.scopay.com/login
https://www.greycourtsports.org.uk/?id=2514
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bbIsvhgtOCMzX1vFZkETvG9mfqJJtPu0/view
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS81pwIoFujIUWfe-wjLAyw?app=desktop
https://www.greycourt.richmond.sch.uk/page/?title=Safeguarding&pid=61
https://www.instagram.com/greycourtschool/
https://twitter.com/GreyCourtPE?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.greycourt.richmond.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+dates&pid=338




KS3+KS4



Last week, we were extremely fortunate to have Peter 

Kammerling, an excellent speaker from the 

organisation “Generation 2 Generation” take an 

extended assembly for Year 9. He visited Grey Court to 

share the story of his mother and his father, both of 

whom survived the Holocaust by escaping on the 

Kindertransport to Britain.

Peter Kammerling spoke about his parents and how 

they met at a club for Young Austrians in Britain. Both 

of them sadly lost family members who were not able 

to escape the Holocaust back in Austria. An incredibly 

moving story was about Peter’s aunt, who was not 
young enough to be allowed on the Kindertransport, 

but not yet a legal adult, so she could not apply for a 

visa to leave the country. She was stuck in Austria and 

murdered as part of the Holocaust. Peter gave some 

really inspirational words from his father at the end of 

the talk, whereby his father implored the young 

people of today to fight against all prejudice and 

discrimination in our world.

The Year 9s asked some poignant questions at the 

end, with some even staying behind and lining up to 

ask Peter questions directly. The feedback they gave 

us after the talk showed the impact it had on them 

and their appreciation for all the positive things in their 

lives.

We would like to thank Peter for giving up his time to 

share such important testimonies and we will look 

forward to inviting speakers from “Generation 2 
Generation” again next year.

“Acts of Kindness”: Holocaust 
Memorial Day - 27 January
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Mr von Sun led the assemblies for the rest of the 

week, focusing on our school theme for this year: 

“For a Better Future”. The assemblies focused on the 
things we can do each day, week or year to 

combat discrimination. We encouraged students to 

think about their own actions, to think about the 

impact of name-calling and how this can escalate 

into more extreme actions towards others over 

time.

Miss R Hawkins

Head of History & Humanities

Assemblies for Year 10, 11, 8 and 7



Year Activity

Year 7 A Band: Environment Day

B Band: Zoo

Year 8 A Band: St Paul’s 
B Band: Leeds Castle 

Year 9 Careers and Options Day

Year 10 Option Subject Activities

Year 12 Unifrog/IDEA and team building

Year 13 Revision and Wellbeing



The library hosted the millionaires tea party this week, 
Accelerated Reader Millionaires!! (not to be confused with 
our entrepreneurial sixth former business students). Those 
conscientious students who have been reading and quizzing 
building up a great catalogue of books and accumulating 
a million words in the process, this is a difficult achievement, 
the year 7s and 8s were rewarded with a simple but 
delightful tea party with games and a surprising amount of 
bookish conversation. A big thank you to Mr Johnson for 
organising this wonderful event. 

A Big Shout Out to 

Those Who Love 

Reading!!
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This week's assembly was on safer Internet 
week but also coincided with children’s mental 
health week. Tutors went through a PowerPoint 
presentation which required the students to 
think about their mental health and also to see 
what support was available both locally and 
nationally. The two topics are so explicitly 
linked in today’s society and it is so important 
that students are aware of the dangers 
involved with so many of the social media 
profiles and platforms that are available. A 
recent search on TikTok alarmed the pastoral 
team when we saw the content that was 
suggested just by typing in a standard term. I 
would implore all parents of students that have 
a profile on TikTok to sit and explore the 
suggestions that are offered to your child whilst 
they are on the platform, so that you can 
make an informed choice of whether or not it is 
appropriate that they are using Social media 
platforms such as this.

Cedar ran a fantastic challenge last week 
which was computer based on solving puzzles 
in an amount of time, and this week was run by 
Elm and Miss Casey. Well done to all those that 
represented their form group and to the 
winners who have won achievement points 
towards the house cup.

Well done to those students who competed in 
the STEM challenge, who won the competition 
but it couldn't be official because they were 
too young! Still an outstanding achievement!

We have one final week of school to go and 
this culminates in a fun final day activity day. 
'A' band will be on site at school completing 
the environmental day whilst it is 'B' bands turn 
to head off to Whipsnade zoo and we hope 
we get some nice, mild weather and get to 
enjoy seeing so many of the animals.
Half term is an opportunity to replace any lost 
items of uniform or PE kit or equipment and get 
any missed work up-to-date so we can start 
fresh after half term. We are halfway through 
year seven already, and hasn’t that time flown 
by!? Well done on another good half term,
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A reminder that next Friday is Activity 

Day! Year 8 B Band will be visiting 

Leeds Castle, and A Band will head 

to St Paul's. Please check the Activity 

Day letter for further details on what 

the day will entail.

This week’s assembly marked Safer 
Internet Day. Mr Geoghan discussed 

the importance of knowing who 

students are speaking to online, 

questioning whether they have met 

them in person, and staying cautious 

about digital interactions.

Continuing on from the session last 

week, in PDW, we explored the 

misuse of AI to create deepfakes, the 

spread of false information, and 

strategies to identify deepfakes.

A huge well done to 8 Elm for 

their efforts in their enterprise 

challenge! Given just £1 each as 

start-up capital, they’ve turned it into 
an impressive profit through 

teamwork and creativity. Lord Sugar 

would be very impressed - no 

boardroom firings needed here!

Here we have Ayanfe, Phoenix, and 

Kian showing us how it’s done.
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Another great week for year 9, 
with loads of achievement 
points being won. Well done to 
our top scorers of the year so 
far - Okan with 151, Aidan E 
with 175, and Spencer in the 
lead with a whopping 255 
points! Another student that 
has made us proud is our very 
own Mercedes Gunningham in 
9 Elm, who chopped off her 
hair recently to raise money for 
Little Princess Trust! This is a 
charity that provides real hair 
wigs for children and young 
people that have lost their hair 
due to cancer treatment and 
other conditions. Well done 
Mercedes!

Year 9 had an assembly from 
Mr Geoghegan, our Head of 
IT, on internet safety. They also 
continued with their important 
PDW sessions this week - their 
behaviour was excellent and 
showed maturity.

Next week is the final week of 
the half term with an exciting 
activity day for Year 9 on 
careers and finances. Well 
done Year 9, keep standards 
high before the break!
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As we approach the end of 

term I just wanted to say a really 

big well done to all Year 10s! 

There have been some bumps 

along the way but so far, so 

good. We are really impressed 

with the dedication of students 

towards their in-class 

assessments and coursework in 

their BTEC subjects - excellent 

effort.

We hope you have a fantastic 

break and come back 

refreshed ready for another 

term!



Year 11 
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Well done, Year 11, on another great 

half term! The cohort has worked 

really hard this term, producing 

amazing work across all subjects! 

As we approach the break, I must 

highlight the slight drop in attendance 

within the year group. I urge students 

to come to school, to persevere 

through the day, and to learn and 

succeed. Every lesson is important, 

especially as we only have a few 

months before the GCSE exams. 

To keep the momentum going and 

encourage students to spend time 

revising, we have set a revision 

challenge for the February half term. 

Students will be tasked with 

completing 15 hours of revision. They 

will receive a table to fill out, detailing 

exactly what they have covered 

each hour. We ask that you sign this 

to verify that they have indeed 

finished the challenge! The tutor 

group with the most completions will 

win a pizza party! If you have any 

questions about this, please do not 

hesitate to get in touch.

A shout-out to the following students 

for winning the Tutor Award:

Ash - Betty

Beech - Nirvani

Cedar - Zinnia

Elm - Arber

Maple - Yassin

Oak - Aaima

Rowan - Kaela

Willow - Ana
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“Sometimes the bravest and 
most important thing you can 
do is just show up” 
– Brene Brown
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Tutor Group Attendance %

7 Oak 99.4%

8 Oak 97.2%

9 Willow 100%

10 Cedar 99%

11 Beech 95.2%

Year Group Attendance %

Year 7 95.3%

Year 8 95.2%

Year 9 94.5%

Year 10 94.3%

Year 11 92.2%



timetable

Extracurricular

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1f1ASYn3J73O00D2tpvAp234A9WpFKQxXMY1aDKpBTro/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Music 
Timetables

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oAtfUB6OD_agpk0zyaiskVUeQFhxqc-U/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qxVL4cDWSuZJfJa_LRfxga7q3Z1uWfXa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18LojcRKC_EIM3EtBZeFrrqBLKORfiXlg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ilzAkZRTD_uiYh1dRqKaVszPhCUzypgG/view?usp=sharing




There are three spaces 

up for grabs on Easter 

Bandlt for Keyboard 

(can be piano 

students):

1. Y7  (approx. grade 1-3)

2. Y7/Y8 (approx. grade 

2-4)

3. Y10/Y11 (approx. 

grade 5+)

It doesn’t matter if they’ve 
never done anything like 

this before!

Click here for all the 
details on BandIt 

Click here for BandIt 
Spotify

https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/ensembles-and-courses/courses/bandit/
https://open.spotify.com/artist/7AThcuoMTf66IGGrFnqdU8?si=UrE4NYRcTYOZSDDW6yyZ8Q
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This week in

Y10 Biologists shining a light on photosynthesis



Year 9 delving into the heart of the matter



Year 13 proving that sometimes learning can take place organically 

Somewhere, something incredible 

is waiting to be known

- Carl Sagan

Quote of the Week



Science Article of 

the Week

Joke of the Week

A trip to a local pond brings a whole new respect knowing the 
beaked inhabitants evolved when T-Rexes were still around.

68 Million-Year-Old Antarctic Fossil Proves Existence Of Dinosaur-Era 
Ducks

https://www.iflscience.com/68-million-year-old-antarctic-fossil-proves-existence-of-dinosaur-era-ducks-77946




This week 
Year 7 Is smoking really that bad and is vaping a better 

alternative?

Year 8 Can you trust everything you see on TikTok? Part 2 - AI 
and Deep Fakes 

Year 9 What impact does the Media have on relationships?

Year 10 RS/Computing

Year 11 How can we be resilient, especially when we are 
stressed?

Year 7 What is a ‘legal high’ and how dangerous are they?

Year 8 How does online gaming perpetuate Gender 
stereotypes?

Year 9 What are Nudes, what is Sexting and why should we 
be cautious about them?

Year 10 The Psychology of Radicalisation

Year 11 How can we ensure we sleep well?

Next week 





Webinars

How much screen time is 

enough? Managing screen 

time dependency in your 

child with ADHD with Noel 

Janis Norton, Founder and 

director of Calmer, Easier, 

Happier Parenting

11 February, 8pm to 9:30pm

In this webinar, Noël will share with 
parents practical and effective 
strategies to help reduce children’s 
and teens’ screen dependency and 
change family life for the better. 
Using the fool-proof techniques Noël 
has developed over many years of 
working with families, parents can 
get back in charge. Dealing with the 
electronics in your family can 
become calmer, easier, and 
happier.

Please click the link to book.

https://adhdembrace.org/webinars/


* NEW** course for young people: 

ADHD Study Skills Hub for GCSE and A-Level Students

Why has ADHD Embrace organised this course?
For many students, and especially those who experience challenges 
when it comes to the key executive functions required for exam 
preparation (planning and organising), this course will give them the 
tools and support to enable them to succeed at what can be a very 
stressful time.

When is it? Three week course, once a week starting on the 29 
January 2025 - 5pm-6pm for GCSE students and 6:15pm to 7:15pm for 
A-level students.

It will be run over three sessions of an hour each on the following 
dates:

• Wednesday 29 January
• Wednesday 5 February 
• Wednesday 12 February

What is the objective: To support students in building self-esteem, 
confidence, and effective learning strategies as they prepare for 
GCSEs and A-Levels. It will cover:

Session 1: Discovering Your Values and Strengths
In this session, students will explore what drives them and identify their 
natural strengths. Developing self-awareness lays the foundation for 
greater confidence and resilience when facing challenging tasks.

Session 2: Mastering Revision Techniques
This practical session introduces strategies for effective exam 
preparation. Students will learn to create a versatile revision 
framework that applies to all subjects, offering a structured path 
through the study process.

Session 3: Identifying Motivation and Planning Ahead
Focused on motivation and mindset, this session encourages students 
to set goals and plan ahead. By deciding on key steps in advance, 
students will feel ready to begin their revision journey with confidence 
and a clear sense of direction.

How do I find out more info and book?
Click here.

https://adhdembrace.org/civicrm/?civiwp=CiviCRM&q=civicrm/mailing/url&u=2567&qid=221932


Achieving for Children’s mental health support teams are delivering a 
series of webinars for parents of secondary-aged children and young 

people. The ‘Helping teens with…’ series of webinars covers a range of 
common difficulties experienced by children and will aim to share 

evidence-based strategies to help parents and carers with these 

difficulties. In the third and fourth columns of the table, you will find the 

sign-up links.

Support for Parents ‘Helping teens’ series

‘Helping teens with…’ series 

Volunteering Opportunity

Are you passionate about children, and keen to develop the breadth of 

your skills? Join a fantastic team of volunteers offering one to one 

psychological support to bereaved children in the Richmond borough. 

Deadline for applications: 14 February 2025

To find out more visit https://space2grieve.org.uk/volunteer/

Space to Grieve 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17c_Jb-3M6VKkVlY3Ge9EYth4pVcmh-_z/view
https://space2grieve.org.uk/volunteer/


Please see details below of 3 groups that will be 
running this term for parents and carers of adolescents:

TRIPLE P TEEN
This group is for parents and carers of adolescents with mild to 

moderate challenging behaviour. Topics include encouraging 

appropriate behaviour and managing problem behaviour

Saturday 1 and 8 March. Venue to be confirmed but will be in 

Kingston borough 10am-2pm for 2 consecutive weeks

TEEN LIFE
A 6 week parent group for parents and carers of children aged 

10-16 years with a diagnosis of ASD. Sessions include 

Understanding Autism, Understanding Autistic identity, Stress and 

Anxiety, Health and Wellbeing and Puberty.

Starting Thursday 27 February at The Moor Lane Centre, Moor 

Lane, Chessington, KT9 2AA

9.45am-12.15pm for 6 consecutive weeks

123 MAGIC
For parents and carers of children up to 7 years of age with a 

diagnosis of ADHD or on the pathway to diagnosis or who 

display challenging behaviour. The course will include 

information on ‘What is ADHD?’ It will provide simple tools for 

parents to control unwanted behaviour, encourage 

appropriate behaviour and strengthen your relationship.

Starting Thursday 27 February at Chessington Children’s Centre, 
Buckland Road, Chessington, KT9 1JF

10am-12pm for 5 consecutive weeks

Attendance to all sessions is required

For more information and to register interest in any of the above 

courses, please contact Karen Williams

karen.williams@achievingforchildren.org.uk

Support for Parents

































http://www.mitskills.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Tq7XUsjMnmo66CTaGJhRTna_LycJKmFryfAr9pgLjwU/edit










https://www.rbmind.org/




https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y5-QUXecuviUkOupFnUbFVhePGGMQn5DV7zy3aZ_gr0/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.kooth.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yC60Qnn1tGDzTheYi-4B6P8L9imPVUiOBxs73LOXE6o/edit?usp=sharing


https://www.ucas.com/connect/blogs/replying-offers-%E2%80%93-your-questions-answered


https://docs.google.com/document/d/177J9xi-sCDmGlCpL23326Igv8CriDwczvvtKnjdKgvc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gtGP2RzUBc_pBYuRYFWkAQUpIHXz3sKPZJWZfEzwXL4/edit?usp=sharing


https://cdn.unifrog.org/video/n193u79dee/720.mp4
mailto:bcorrighan@greycourt.org.uk
https://unifrog.ivent-pro.com/events/apprenticeshipfair/login
https://nationalapprenticeshipweek.co.uk/events/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gtGP2RzUBc_pBYuRYFWkAQUpIHXz3sKPZJWZfEzwXL4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/higher-degree-listing/




















https://x.com/SalesianFboroPE
https://x.com/cvmssport
















https://www.justgiving.com/page/acslondonmarathon










mailto:ian@taborsportscoaching.com
mailto:Daniel.hayden@richmondandwandsworth.gov.uk






















http://x1gu4.mjt.lu/lnk/AVUAAF-W94AAAAAAAAAAAKP8nzcAAYCq1hQAAAAAAA4_RABnk3KKpHSyykpzRl6slKkyRkB6xAAOHCU/1/pryT-9oI6d9zjdmFOS5u3w/aHR0cHM6Ly9yaWNobW9uZGNvbW11bml0eS50aWNrZXRjby5ldmVudHMvdWsvZW4vZS9yaWNobW9uZF9ydWdieV9ob2xpZGF5X3J1Z2J5X2NhbXBz







