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Grand Designs

Mr Clements

My Easter Revision routine of a gentle stroll to my office in
Grey Court’s Sylvan glade with a flask of espresso and a
copy of the Architectural digest tucked under my arm was
disrupted somewhat this year by a rather unusual sight...

The unusual sight of what you may ask?

A delivery of cut-price Ted Baker suits to Mr Rhodes’ office?
The sight of the safe-guarding searchlight beaming from Ms
Price’s eternally operational CPOMS cave?

Ms Mercer performing an interpretative dance whilst
harvesting camomile leaves on the front lawn?

No - none of the above dear reader, just the everyday sight
of a brewery of Czech architects (a collective noun | have
made up for a group of Czechs) dismantling the over-sized
UFO fondly known as “the Ingenium" and packing its semi-
monocoque glass reinforced plastic components onto a
lorry!

Enraged by the apparent in plain sight theft of this British
treasure, described by the 20th century society as “a
curvaceous and highly original building,”’ | resolved to
curtail the audacious caper.

However, before | could arm myself with a six pack of
Budvar to unleash on the Czechs, the foreman,
accompanied by Mr Emond Protain, site facilitator and
occasional draftsman, explained that the heist was

legit. Apparently unbeknownst to me, the Ingenium, which
in recent years (rather like a decorative folly in the gardens
of a stately home) had started to take on a rather
melancholy and neglected air, had been decommissioned
following a flash flood that had rendered the electrics
unusable! The men were here to return this masterpiece to
the home of its Czech creator, the architect, Jan Kaplicky.



When | passed on the news of the abandonment and
redevelopment of this avante garde classroom pod, whose
designer won the Stirling Prize, to members of the Grey Court
populace it naturally inspired a wave of nostalgic memoaories.

Ms Price, fossicked through her almanack of old eBulletins and
pulled out an “Ingenium special” which referenced that this
masterpiece of the blobitecture movement was designed for
the “kinaesthetic type of learner” and that students had listed
that “a toilet should be a central feature of the space” - a
request that the architects had duly granted! Indeed, Ms Price
proved to be somewhat of an Ingenium font of knowledge,
referencing how she had “led on the implementation of the
teaching and learning strategy” for the Ingenium and had
fulfiled the building's brief to “foster creativity” by allowing Mr
Rhodes to turn it into a French cafe in his NQT year where he
once hosted a fashion show wearing a beret with a Paul Smith
logo! Very left bank!

Meanwhile, Mr Allchurch, superstar DJ, the last guardian of this
“future school” initiative, set up the “wall of sound” known as
the musictech studio in the pod. Sounding rather a blue note
he recalls that despite having to teach with an umbrella due to
its leaking roof - perhaps a consequence of the “high level
natural ventilation openings” that were trumpeted in the
original sales brochure, “I will miss it. It was perfect. UK garage
music will never sound the same again.”

But | will leave the last word to the honourable Mr Gordon
Walker, who when | referenced the fact that the building
shared the same architect and design features as the Media
centre at Lords opined that, “Well, ’'m a member of both and
indeed have engaged in lavations in each venue! They were
very close to the action!”

And with that bog-standard anecdote | will wish the
abandoned temple of the Blairite future schools project a safe
journey to its resting place in Bohemial!



Ingenium Classroom Pod, Grey Court School, Richmond - Future Systems (2004)
Image credit: Andrew Holt
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Ingenium Classroom Pod, Grey Court School, Richmond - (2009)




Ingenium Classroom Pod, Grey Court School, Richmond - (2009)

Extract from The Standard

Imagine being taught in a classroom that was like something from
Star Trek. Or, | don’t know, like the Media Centre at Lord’s Cricket
Ground. Well, funnily enough, pupils at Grey Court Secondary
School in Ham, Richmond-upon-Thames, were taught in a
miniature version of the Media Centre, and designed by the same
architects as that Stirling Prize winner: Future Systems.

Called the Ingenium Classroom Pod, it has hosted students since it
was designed in 2004 and has been called a ‘B-movie alien
spaceship’ and an ‘oversized iPod’. Now though, this beloved
classroom is facing demolition, as it must make way for a new
classroom block since the school has increased from 500 to 1600
pupils over the past few years.




The Ingenium classroom pod pictured in summer 2024
Image credit: C20 Society



Teaching with an umbrella due to the Ingenium’s leaking roof




The writing was on the board... sadly!
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M Santos is runnlng
“the London ;
_ Marathonon
Sunday to raise
. money for the
Charlty Mind

Y
N —

If you would like to (.,
donate, please

click the justgiving

« link




Saturday 7 June 2025, 12pm-4pm
Grey Court School, Ham TW10 7HN
via Sandy Lane entrance

Grey Court School & Deutsche Schule London
celebrate the re-affirmation of the twinning of
Richmond with Konstanz.

live music, entertainment, sport, food & drink






Year /

Mr Ridley

A short, sharp week to ease both students and staff back into the
swing of things after a wonderful Easter break. The students are
now allowed on the field at lunchtimes and are enjoying the extra
space to run around and play the ball games that have been
desired for so long. Polo shirts are allowed to be worn, so no need
for shirt and tie, much to the relief of many!

It is a very busy half-term with lots crammed and this all starts with
the exams next week. Please remind students that this is an
opportunity to see where they are at and how we can support
them if they need it. There will naturally be some nerves, but | will
be reassuring them in assembly that they should view this as a
progress check. Please support them by making sure they know
what exam is coming up and that they have all the equipment
they need for it.

| wish them all good luck!



Year 8

Ms Saccheri

Welcome back, Year 8! We hope everyone had a restful break
and is ready for an exciting summer term ahead. There’s lots to
look forward to this term, including our Gradu8 Inflatables Day
and the Badminton Woods residential week. But first up, Year 8
exams begin next week - an important opportunity for students to
show the progress they’ve made, celebrate their achievements,
and identify areas to develop across their subjects.

This week is Earth Week, and Year 8 had the opportunity to hear
from a guest speaker from the Green Schools Project. Year 8 have
been undertaking this project across the year during DT lessons
where students have been exploring the causes and impact of
climate change, with the goal of raising awareness and inspiring
positive action. They've channelled their creativity into building
thought-provoking sculptures out of rubbish and waste materials.
Our guest speaker was incredibly impressed with the students’
creations - please see some showcases below!

Finally, a big congratulations to Theo H and Chloe K, who are tied
this week at the top of our Achievement points Challenge -
fantastic effort from both students!
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Year 9

Ms Sutcliffe

Welcome back Year 9 - we hope you've had a fantastic break
and are ready for the final term of the year. We have lots of
exciting things coming up this term so make sure you're in school,
focused and keeping standards high.

Students had an assembly on Earth Day from Ms Woods this
week and (after a bit of coaxing) even managed some
audience participation! PDW this week was on revision tips for
the End of Year assessments coming up in June - please make
sure students are aware of how to revise and ask their teachers if
they need any help.

Finally, we've been thrown back into the achievement point
race this week - with 120 points awarded this week alone! Our
current front runners this term are Aarya W and Evie A - well
done.



Year 10

Ms Woods

A big welcome back to Year 10 and the first week of term has
proven to be a busy one! Geography students have completed
their first GCSE fieldwork trip; Language speaking exams are well
underway; BTEC subjects and Food Technology coursework is fast
approaching! Students are encouraged to maintain their
focused attitude towards their workload, keeping organised and
a positive attitude. They are all doing fantastic!

As we have entered summer term, the field is now open to ball
games - let the football tournaments commence! Meanwhile on
the playground; Ms Woods is getting to grips with Exploding
Kittens hoping the warm weather will continue! (photo on next

page)






Year 11

Mr Khan

Year 11 students are currently engaged in intensive exam
preparation, having already completed their Maths and English
exams on Monday. Details regarding the mop-up sessions have
been disseminated, so please ensure you check your emails if
your child was absent for the exams on Monday. | would like to
emphasise that students cannot miss the official GCSE exams.
Mop-up sessions do not exist, and any missed examination will
result in a U grade being awarded.

It is also important to note that students are expected to adhere
to the uniform standards until their departure from Grey Court.
This includes the requirement to wear blazers, and students should
be in school shoes. Should students arrive in trainers, they will be
sent home to rectify their uniform.

For some students, exams begin next week, including Art, Media,
and MFL speaking exams. It is imperative that students are
revising independently at home to ensure adequate preparation
for all of their exams. Please encourage this at home, and as
always, do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or
require assistance.



Congratulations to Swasti Jain and Gabrielle Judkiewicz
in Y11 who have been competing in the Cambridge
Biology Challenge over the past six months. This

2000 students submit answers over several rounds as

J

competition, which is now in its second year, sees over /

either an essay or video/audio submi

The girls had to answer questions such

Does behaviour fossilise?
Pick an aspect of winter/Christmas and discuss it from a
biological perspective.

Why do we dream, and what might animals dream of?

They both wrote fantastic answers, with some
fascinating points and should be applauded for

their dedication as they were competing in this
alongside their studies for their upcoming exams - well
done girls! '
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7C |David Ferreira Dias ¥ Maths
8C Charlotte Choi Maths
9B Tayte Mavale Maths
10R [Lilly Huskinson Maths
11E |Mydah Malik Maths
12A [Edme Hornal Maths
13A Levent Mehmetli Maths

10C Kamsi Oak Statistics
11W Mad Statistics

Excellent test results

Excellent test results

Excellent progress in the subject

Excellent engagement in class

Outstanding achievement

Outstanding achievement

Excellent progresss e subject

Excellentg in class
[N class



Extracurricular
timetable




Mr Santos is running some language clubs on Tuesdays

4 3:00-3.30
«*IN L7




MATHEMATICS

33 — 4 Every Wednesday in IVISé

e Opportunity to experience Maths in a different environment!
e Work in a team to solve puzzles, riddles and challenging problems!

e Opportunity to represent Grey Court in National Competitions!
e Refreshments provided!

e Please speak to Mr Lunniss or Mr Edmonds for more information.

JACK PETCHEY FOUNDATION

COUNT ON

UKMT

secondary Maths
Challenge

In partnership with The Naths Zone + -

United Kingdom
Mathematics Trust
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MONDAY TUESDAY ~ WEDNESDAY

Spend as

much time

as possible
outdoors

Get natural Give your
Q light early in body a boost
the day. Dim by laughing
< the lights in or making
w the evening someone laugh
> 16
Relax your Get active Go exploring
body & mind by singing around your

with yoga,
tai chi or
meditation

today (even if
you think you
can't sing!)

local area
and notice
new things

22
Enjoy
moving to your
favourite music.
Really go for it

Go out and
do an errand
for a loved one
or neighbour

30
Make time
to run, swim,
dance, cycle or
stretch today

friend outside
for a walk
and a chat

ACTION FOR HAPPINESS Happier - Kinder - Together

THURSDAY

Listen to
your body and
be grateful for
what it can do

10

Have a day
with less screen

time and more
movement

Get active
in nature. Feed
the birds or
go wildlife-
spotting

FRIDAY

4

Eat healthy
and natural food

today and drink
lots of water

Set yourself
‘an exercise
goal or sign up
‘to an activity
challenge

18

Tryouta
new exercise,
activity or
dance class

SATURDAY

Move as much
as possible,
even if you're
stuck inside

Spend less
time sitting
today. Get up
and move
more often

26
Take an

extra break in
your day and
walk outside for
15 minutes

SUNDAY

(]
Do a body-
scan meditation

and really notice
how your body

20 Focus on
‘eating a
rainbow’ of

multi-coloured
vegetables
today

Find a fun
exercise to do
while waiting
for the kettle

to boil



Achieving for Children’s mental health support teams are delivering a series
of webinars for parents of secondary-aged children and young people. The
‘Helping teens with...’ series of webinars covers a range of common
difficulties experienced by children and will aim to share evidence-based
strategies to help parents and carers with these difficulties. In the third and
fourth columns of the table, you will find the sign-up links.

Support for Parents ‘Helping teens’ series

PORTUS has specific guidance designed to support parents and carers of
children who are harming themselves. The website also provides information
for children and young people to help them get the support they need, with
links to local and national resources including NHS approved apps and
information sources.
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/portus/pro/parents-carers
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/portus/files/supporting-your-child-checklist. pdf
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/portus/files/feelings-list-questions.pdf

PORTUS



Supporting families and professionals

Parenting Course - Online

Managing Physical and Aggressive Behaviour and supporting your teenager with
ADHD

23rd April, 2025 8:00 PM to 21st May, 2025 9:30 PM Europe/London

This five-week online course will focus on supporting parents of children who
frequently exhibit aggressive, controlling and very challenging behaviours.

Post Diagnosis Workshop Parents/Carers - Online

30th April, 2025 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM Europe/London

Are you the parent or carer of a recently diagnosed child or teenager? Our Post
Diagnosis Workshop is full of essential information to inform, help and empower
you. These sessions are held monthly and we alternate in-person and on-line
formats.

Webinar

Dyscalculia and ADHD

29th April, 2025 8:00 PM to 9:30 PM Europe/London

Eryn Caddick, Specialist Assessor, SENCo and Teacher at

Dyslexia Dyscalculia Surbiton will talk about dyscalculia and its occurrence with
ADHD

Advice Clinics - Online

Meet Claire our Family Support Worker.

Claire is a certified ADHD & Executive Function specialist. She is also a qualified
teacher and a trauma informed practitioner. Claire uses her experience and skills
to offer bespoke sessions signposting our families to further support & resources.
So if any of the following is getting you down - family dynamics, mental health,
managing behaviour/emotions, organisation and executive function, school
accommodations to SEN pupils, school avoidance, school selection, treatment
options for ADHD, understanding ADHD and pre-diagnosis support get in touch.
Claire has availability on Wednesdays 1pm - 4pm and Thursdays 12 - 3pm.

Click here to book events









Supporting Families —
Richmond Furniture
Scheme

Richmond Furniture Scheme is a local
charity selling good quality donated
furniture and refurbished appliances at
affordable prices.

Need furniture? Whether you’re on a low
budget or love a vintage bargain, visit our
online

shop (https.//www.rfsonline.co.uk/shop/) or
come to our Twickenham warehouse
(https://www.rfsonline.co.uk/shop-in-

person/)

Have furniture you no longer need? We
collect it for free
(https:.//www.rfsonline.co.uk/supporting-us-
donating-furniture/)

Want to make a difference in your
community? Check out our volunteering
opportunities
-(Inttps:/f}fwww.rfson‘hine.Co,:uk/volunte\(iarinq/)' -
\

alsp offer discouints and can give you













Over Easter, a group of our year 12 students
embarked on the trip of a lifetime to the land of
geysers, glaciers, and waterfalls - Iceland! We
were blessed with sunny skies and no rain for the
mayjority of our trip and as a result we saw the
beautiful northern lights when staying in the South
Shore. | am sure it will be a night the students
won’t forget! We visited some beautiful waterfalls
and got rather soaking but warmed up in the
secret lagoon hot spring. We walked on an
actual glacier and the students enjoyed hacking
away at the ice! We also explored ancient
volcanoes, and became experts in all things
geothermal at the museum.

It was an unforgettable experience for students
and staff alike. Thank you to all the parents that
made this possible.

Miss Shackley
Trip Leader




N i

-



















= g A

AR

iy

}










Year 12

Well done to all of the students below who have been
accepted on the Eton Summer School courses. Thisis a
fantastic achievement and allows students to delve deeper
into the subjects of their choice in an incredible setting!

HIGHER EDUCATION EVENING: Thursday 8 May

We will be starting the university application process soon with
our year 12s. Unifrog has an excellent university research tool
which all year 12s should be using to look at the myriad of
courses offered by universities and start to narrow down their
choices. Parents might find our Higher Education Booklet
helpful when supporting their children to explore the options
available to them.

NOTE

On Tuesday 22 April, period 1, year 12s had an assembly
which outlined key dates for the summer term, including
information about their trial exams and predicted grades for
UCAS. Here is the Google slide.




YEAR 12 KEY DATES!

SUMMER TERM

WEDS 2"° APRIL: Y7 INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
FRI 4™ APRIL:
e PYJAMA DAY DAY
e DEADLINE FOR WEX PLACEMENT ON UNIFROG
e LAST DAY OF TERM (EARLY FINISH)

WEDS 23R° APRIL: SOCIAL SCIENCE PARENTS EVENING
THURS 24™ APRIL: PARENTS EVENING

THURS 8™ MAY 6.30PM-7.30PM: HIGHER EDUCATION
EVENING (PARENTS/GUARDIANS ONLY)

W/C 26™ MAY: HALF TERM

MON 16™ JUNE-FRI 27™ JUNE: TRIAL EXAMS
MON 30™ JUNE: WEX WEEK

WEDS 9™ THURS 10™ FRI 11™: ACTIVITY DAYS
FRI 18™ JULY: LAST DAY (EARLY FINISH)

AW W W W W
Year 12 Work Experience + Summer Schools

Well done to all the students who have secured placements or summer school
acceptance - you have done amazingly well and the last few students are now
getting confirmations and getting organised. The deadline was extended to the 22
April so the last few students we are now working with them to secure a placement.

Work experience week takes place 30 June-4July 2025 for year 12 and all students
MUST have something planned for that week. To confirm the placement, students
must input the information on the Unifrog Placements tool. This will confirm with the
employer the placement. See this step by step guide of how to add on your
placement: Unifrog - adding a placement .pdf Please speak to Miss Corrighan
bcorrighan@greycourt.org.uk if you have any questions at all.




Sixth Form
Opportunities

Work experience, university tasters, careers talks, apprenticeships etc

23/04/2025 Sixth Form Careers Opportunities

This is posted weekly on Google classroom and all students
should be accessing this. For any year 13s looking at
apprenticeships please do check out the apprenticeship section
and there are also gap year jobs advertised.

EPQ and Oxbridge

O This week there was an introductory session on EPQ for all students.
This was followed by a workshop for Oxbridge students who need to
D_ start the process early. Students who think they want to take an

EPQ will need to complete the Google form that Miss Fincham wiill
LIJ send out via the year 12 Notices on Google classroom.

Oxbridge students need to be uploading their draft paragraphs to
answer the UCAS questions. These will be followed up in 1:1 sessions
prior to half term. Next week all Oxbridge students will be involved
in the Talk the Talk workshop all day in the main school library. This is
to develop their skills in talking about their own achievements in
preparation for possible Oxbridge interviews.

abpugxo



Year 13

During PDW, year 13 students were treated to an insight into life at
university by some ex-Grey Court students, studying a wide range
of courses including Midwifery, Maths, Motorsport Engineering,
Liberal Arts and Primary Education. Year 13s had questions about
student finance, managing deadlines, how to deal with difficult
housemates, cooking, protocols regarding attendance, making
friends and support available. It was wonderful to see them all
again, and to hear what they have been up to!

Exams and Study Leave

Study leave starts on 9 May. However, all A-Level teachers will be available
during their normal year 13 lesson time, and a large number of teachers will
continue to teach right up until the exam in their subject. Students are of course
welcome to study at school during this time and they have exclusive use of the

Pavilion area if they wish to use it.




UCAS

UCAS What Comes Next?

Once you have heard from all five courses you applied to you should
choose a firm choice and to put in an insurance choice of university.
Sounds scary but you have a deadline of 6 June to accept your
choices so there is plenty of time for making decisions.

Many students will have received invites to Offer Holder Days. This is the
best way of helping students choose the best course and university for
them. You should look at not just the university but the city or town
where it is located. Consider factors such as whether you like the set up
of a campus university or a university spread across a city. Think about
where you might live in the second year when you will not be living in
university accommodation. You might want to think about whether
there will be opportunities for part time work to help supplement your
living expenses. Check out transport to and from university - how long
will it take you to get there and arrive in time for your 9.00am lecture?
How long will it take to get back to your family home and how much
will it cost? What social activities does the student union offer?

When you are making your choices you should base your decision for
your firm choice of the course you most want to study. When choosing
an insurance choice it should be a course with a lower offer (but you
are still happy to study). This will mean that if you miss your grades for
your firm choice you will still be given a place on your insurance course
and won’t have to go through the Clearing process in August.

Please see this UCAS guide to accepting offers.

UCAS EXTRA

Extra has now opened. It allows you to add another course choice if
you have received decisions from all five, and weren’t accepted, or if
you declined the offers you received.

Please come and talk to Ms Moore or Ms McNicol before turning down any
offers you have been made and using UCAS Extra. It may be that contacting
a university and asking to change your course will be a preferable way of
making a change to UCAS Extra.



Student Finance

Full-time undergraduate 2024 to 2025 applications are now
open! It's quick and easy to apply, it should take less than 30
minutes. To make sure you get your funding in place for the start
of your course: new students should apply by 31 May 2024. Use
this link to start your application Student Finance England. If you
have any questions about student finance look at the UCAS
pages Student Finance - Everything you need to know.







This year's Gym and Dance Show was truly a
showstopper! Our talented dancers and gymnast3
lazzled the audience with their incredible routines,
pwcasing strength, grace and skill. The performand
e more spectacular than ever, with jaw-dropping
cography and precision. And to top it all off, the
finale was nothing short of magical... a glitter
explosion that lit up the entire hall, leaving

in awe! A massive congratulations to all the
Ormers, coaches, PE department, tech crew and
volunteers who made this unforgettable event possible.
It was an evening of excitement, energy, and pure joy!
Huge thank you to the Gym coaches Brentford for all
eir help and support and to Ms Parr for leading and
anaging the performances for the show and the
nastics team this year. Final thank you to the Grey
Court Community for your support over the last 4 yeatrs,
as | leave Grey Court at the end of the Spring team |
am so proud of all the pupils who have engaged in
extracurricular sport at all levels and have gotten stuck
into PE lessons and sports events. It has been my
pleasure to lead the Girls' PE department and act as
second in charge PE Faculty an e many happy
memories on the netball co |d, Bull
Meadow, the small gy tionals, Butlins
Tours and fixtures
great work e





























































