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Grey Court School

Presents

ROALD DAHL

THE MUSICAL ] R

Book by Music & Lyrics by
DENNIS KELLY TIM MINCHIN

Director AMANDA BURTON

Musical Dir

Choreog ELEE

6.50pm
Adult £10 Child £6

Roald Dahl’s Matilda The Musical JR. is presented through special arrangement with
and all authorized materials are supplied by
Music Theatre International, New York, NY
(212) 541-4684 mtishows.com






Despite my gear stick snapping off in my hand, like | was in a Charlie
Chaplin film, on the way to Dorking on the Saturday morning - with all the
emergency phones and trackers in my van - thanks to the amazing DofE
staff and staff volunteers on hand, we managed to get the tfrackers and
phones to Dorking in time for the second slot of departure times.

Once all the groups had set off, Mr Nair kindly retfurned to Chessington
with me in the school minibus to fow my van out of the entrance of
somebody’s paddock, and shove everything | needed for the weekend
into the minibus (which now included a tent) and raced back to Dorking.

Thank you to the parent volunteers at checkpoints who provided morale
and water, Mr McCormick, Ms Katoka, Ms Hunt and Mr Clarke who
walked with groups for the entire weekend, Mr Hibbit and Mr Thompson
who manned checkpoints and the campsite, Mr Nair and Ms Farrugia
(the Silver DofE leaders who come on every expedition) and Ms Mannion
(team Bronzel).



MNaYUNTS...

Being vanless meant | managed to walk with groups much more over
the weekend than usual and it was a massive pleasure to do so,
especially seeing how well they were all doing with their map reading
and compass skills (when they remembered to use them!). The
campsite was one of the fidiest we've had and it seems the amount
of effort and dedication the students have put into their training
sessions has really paid off in every area.

Myself and Ms Mannion are super excited for the Assessed Expedition
in a month’s time. We have a really decent set of students and they
are all going to smash it!

- Mr Miles Allchurch
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What makes DofE so great? Two days of quality fime with your friends,
walking in the beautiful Surrey countryside, camping under the stars,
cooking your own food, no phones!

The sense of pride you get from achieving something difficult is unlike
anything else. Speak to any of our DofE alumni and they will proudly tell
you how they learnt to read a map, or they walked for two days, or they
sleptin a tent for the first time. All of these are incredible achievements
that should be celebrated.

The support that they receive from the DofE staff is fop notch. The
cheering to each checkpoint, the organisation before and during the
trip.

And remember that even if you are lost an hour from the train station
and feel like you can’t take another step: don’t worry, | will be there to
“motivate” you to cross the finish line!

- Mr Ted McCormick

@ “The easiest thing was definitely setting up the tent and
cooking at the campsite. After the massive rainstorm,
everyone was pretty drenched but still quite chill, since most
of us already dumped our stuff in the tents and were
preparing for dinner. We also managed to grab the tree swing
for a few minutes, and had great fun spinning screaming
people around and trying to smack them into the trunk!

After that, we celebrated one of my best friends' birthday with
some cupcakes, stayed up chatting for a bit, then finally fell

asleep to prepare for another day of dreadful torture and ®
trauma.” ’ ©
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“The hardest thing | suffered through was literally the entire
checkpoint-to-checkpoint journey. We all had a 20-kilogram bag
crushing down on our shoulders, every step felt like having our feet
wrenched around and smashed with a red-hot hammer, and we had
to jump/climb/submerge ourselves in mud through every single ditch
we passed. And to top it all off, we got lost. So. Many Times.

| swear | never want to see a forest, field, crop field, hill, or grass in
any form ever again.”




One of my friends
got suctioned into
mud in the woods

and it was
hilarious!
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“I wish we hadn't decided to take a shortcut, then realise that the shortcut was going to be a
longcut more than anything. It took us three hours to get out of that forest. Next time, we
should avoid this by sticking to the route and NOT go skipping off to any shady woodland
paths, however tempting they may seem.”

“We thought that we were all well stocked up for the Bronze DofE Practice
Expedition; surprise, surprise, we were not. How could we ever prepare enough for
the pain, the tears, the blood, the sweat, and all the rest of it? All in all, I'd say that
this was the most unpleasant surprise I've had in my whole lifetime.*

“l loved how Mr Hibbit gave us snacks at the checkpoint and then laughed at us
when we went back there to try and find an exit”

“Going in a two hour loop on the second day and arriving back at the campsite
made me both laugh and want to scream!”

(»> WATCH NOW







What did you see for the first time?
A big wood

For the first time everin my life, | saw vast, gigantic, enormous, titanic [insert any other
word for HUGE here] fields of corn. It seemed enough to feed every person on Earth
and then some, plus it gave me claustrophobia

| really don’t want to see a corn field in my life ever again

Lambs and sheep together and running round like they were playing a game!

A pheasant

A massive poo pile

What did you learn about yourself?
That I'm resilient

My friends told me that | acted like a detached robot when | was starving and
exhausted from lack of food and constant trekking through difficult terrain. | was also,
apparently, unresponsive and physically slow and lumbering in this state.

| do have perseverance because we were walking for hours more than we meant to!
| hate cows!

| learned that | can keep pushing myself even when it's difficult

| learnt that | can have a good fime even when I'm putting up a tent in the rain.

What was something that made you keep going?
The end and seeing my friends
The only thing that made me keep going was the fact that | had to

The encouragement and support from my team members and the teachers around
me

My friends (and knowing we would be home soon)
Sugar
| kept going to make sure we weren't the last group because that's embarrassing

My group



What was the nicest thing somebody did for you?

They did my hair for me

One of my best friends brough enough snacks to last the entire group for a few days!
She got and shared literally everything; cookie dough balls (gives you a sigh high),
sweets, gummies, toffees, granary bars, fruit pots, chocolate-caramel energy bars... all
but fo name a few.

It was my birthday - so all my friends singing fo me at the campsite!

A person from my group holding my bag for a minute

Shining a tforch on me so | could finish cooking and eating my pastas when it was pitch
black was the nicest thing somebody did for me

The nicest thing was probably when we all shared snacks.
What will you remember the most in 20 year’s time?
Laughing with my friends and groups.

In 20 years’ time, | will never forget the agony my entire body suffered through. This will
be areminder to never go camping, ever again, for the rest of my life.

I willremember in 20 years’ time how this expedition gave me confidence and new sills.

All being lost in the woods and trying to play games to distract ourselves from realising
we had no idea where we were!

The pine forest

In 20 years, | will remember the feeling of victory in beating the last group by two
minutes.

I will remember how much fun it was and how well | got on with the group and all our
memories.




What did you love most about your teachers, or what surprised you the most?
| love Miss Mannion's jokes and commanding presence; her speeches gifted all of us
with a slightly more positive demeanour overnight ... Before that dream was brutally
shattered in the morning.

Miss Mannion was so fun at the campsite and made us feel better about being
exhausted

I love Mr Allchurch's delivery of cupcakes for my best friend's birthday. They were really
good, and we gorged through the whole pack in around 5 minutes.

Mr Allchurch was so good to our group when we were constantly calling him and
begging him to tell us where we were.

| loved how Mr Allchurch called us on our phone like the voice of God to tell us we
were going the wrong way.

Miss Farrugia was really fun at the campsite

Mr Nair's smile when we arrived back at Dorking Station (as the last group, no surprises
there) gave me enough energy to eat McDonalds, complain to my parents for the
entire evening, then stay up late watching TV.

Mr McCormick was extremely supportive and helpful when he led us to the Station,
after picking up our group from the roadside of a cow farm. He kept our spirits up for
the last few miles and stopped us from spiralling into the depths of insanity.

Without Mr McCormick we'd have been forced to set up camp in the middle of the
A340 on the first day

How Miss Katoka called us on our emergency phones when we were lost

Miss Hunt accompanied our group all the way through the first day and played a major
role in getting us out of the shady forest.

Miss Hunt was so fun to walk with!

When we were lost in a forest, Miss Hunt helped us navigate out of it!

Ms Hunt didn't take control of the map but let us learn and she was so much fun!

The thing that made me laugh the most was Mr Clark dancing!

Mr McCormick surprised me the most since he offered to carry all the heavy bags and
keep our spirits high (Well ... as high as they can be) throughout the walk back to

Dorking, even though he didn't really know anything about me apart from my name.

Mr Hibbit surprised me the most, because | never knew he could be so devastating with
how he laughed aft us.



Which person (or people) do you want to thank the most and why?

My friends because they helped me through it and making it fun

| would like to than Freya Kirrage the most for her sugar-packed cookie dough balls
and excellent company in the tent! Also, she has my massive gratitude for not being a
snorer!

Mr Allchurch and Miss Mannion, as well as all the other teachers who helped with the
organisation of the expedition and encouraged and support us throughout — it would
not have been possible without their hard work and efforts. Thank you so much to all of
the teachers and parent volunteers who helped us to achieve this difficult task.

Cemre because she was amazing at the map and we did not expect that!

What are you looking forward to the most about the next expedition?

The campsite

The fact that | will never have to do another expedition ever again.
Nothing.

| am looking forward to Rory Moore with us so we don’t get lost

My new group and making new friends.

What makes you want to do the Silver next year?

The walk

Absolutely noting motivates me to do Silver next year

| want to do Silver next year to allow me to explore even greater opportunities and
take my skills further as | will endure longer expeditions and a more difficult route but

ultimately return with better skills

| don’t want the next DofE to be my last one so | want to do Silver

Why would current Year 8 students apply to do Bronze DofE next year?

Year 8 students should apply to do Bronze DofE next year so that they can feel the frue
meaning of pain.

If offers an incredible change to learn new sills and work as a team, whilst also being a
highly regarded qualification for future jolbs and careers.

Its so much fun and you really have fun with your friends even if you're lost in the woods
and singing Lion King songs to keep your spirits up.

After DofE your school bag feels lighter

Current year 8s should apply to have fund with friends and do something new.



A word about the Practice Expedition...

“The Practice Expedition was a challenge which came with incredible
successes and some miserable mistakes but ultimately offered us all a

great learning opportunity and an amazing chance to develop hugely

important skills such as communication and teamwork. As a group, we
developed not only our practical skills like navigation and physical

endurance but also learnt how to be empathetic, support our fellow feam
members and take on leadership roles, as we also got to know one another
better in our group. One example is how we became lost for some of the
route, but decided to continue onwards with the determination to reach

the campsite and accomplish our aims.

By being able to enter the wilderness and explore new places whilst
developing our skills and attitudes was something that we are all very

grateful to have experienced and are looking forward to the upcoming
Assessed Expedition. But that's not to say that everything went according to

plan - getting lost, becoming soaked in the rain and intense physical

tiredness were all problems that we faced together, but to overcome these

issues and continue going ahead was key to our success.

Overall, through the positive moments and the negative ones, through the
sunshine and through the rain, and through the open fields and the never-
ending woods came a once-in-a-lifetime chance to embark on a crazy yet
rewarding experience that is the Bronze DofE Practice Expedition at Grey
Court. If you are considering joining the DofE programme, | would strongly
recommend joining and take those steps to developing yourself and your

confidence."



Calling all of our Yeaw 8 & 9 Intrepid Explorers

Applications are now open for both Bronze (current
Year 8 students) and Silver (current year 9 students)

2026-2027 Silver application link
2026-2027 Bronze application link

You will need to be detailed with your application and as places are limited
you may want to start considering:

* Why do you want to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award?

* What makes you a good candidate for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Awarde

* What clubs/extracurricular activities, volunteering or responsibilities do you
currently take part in within and outside school?

* What activities might you want to do for your volunteering, skills (it has to
be a new skill) and physical activitiese

* Some ideas can be found here: https://www.dofe.org/do/sections/



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p-pWOZhKViZsDCAaxFbfQRa5dX47Rh7u/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MAeXypF2b8l3TQcBcDPt6e9KYtz8OxHu/view?usp=drive_link




And we are back for the last half-term of the year! It's a very
exciting time for students but they need to remember that the
expectations are just as high and important this half term. All their
lessons this term will set them up for success in fransitioning intfo Year
8 so their focus needs to remain excellent. Uniforms also need to be
pristine and no makeup should be worn.

This week, we had House Assemblies for the last time this year. It was
a great way to get students ready and motivated for Sports Day. A
debrief of this day will be on next week’s eBulletin.

- Miss Emila Gilly
Acting Head of Year



Another fantastic week for Year 8, with plenty of positives to
celebrate. A huge well done to our conduct champions this week:
Dries, Edward, and Gabriel. Their consistently positive attitude,
excellent behaviour, and commitment to school life have really stood
out. They are setting a brilliant example for their peers -
congratulations to all three!

This week has also seen students take part in their House Assemblies,
and there has been a real buzz around school as anticipation builds
for Sports Day. The enthusiasm, team spirit, and healthy competition
on display have been fantastic to see.

A quick reminder regarding uniform expectations: eye make-up is not
permitted in school. We appreciate your support in ensuring students
arrive each day meeting our uniform standards and ready to learn.
Consistency in these expectations helps maintain the positive
learning environment that Year 8 has worked so hard to create.

Miss Anna Sutcliffe
Head of Year



It was great to welcome back the Y9 students for their final half-term
in KS3. We hope they had a nice break and enjoyed the excellent
weather - which certainly has been forgotten about this week!

Y9 exams commence on Wednesday 17 June. The exam booklet has
been sent home and is also on form group Google classrooms. The
booklet contains information regarding topics to revise, revision
techniques and also the exam timetable. As always we expect
fantastic behaviour during these assessments - which are extremely
important whilst we are looking ahead to the start of GCSE next year.

It has been fantastic to see so many students taking part in sports day
competition in the lead up to Sports day on Friday. As always Sports
Day is a great occasion and it was brilliant to see so many students
taking part and supporting their peers.

Mr Sam Day
Phase Leader



This week, Year 10 took part in House Assemblies as we began
building excitement and preparing for Sports Day. These assemblies
provided a great opportunity to reinforce expectations and
encourage healthy competition between the houses.

Sports Day itself was a fantastic success today. It was wonderful to
see our Year 10 students participating with such enthusiasm,
determination and house spirit, proudly representing their teams
throughout the day. There was a bittersweet feeling for the cohort, as
this marks their final Sports Day at Grey Court. They should be
incredibly proud of the energy and commitment they brought to the
event.

Next week, | will be delivering an assembly outlining expectations for
the upcoming End of Year Examinations. This will provide students
with an opportunity to ask questions and familiarise themselves with
the examination process, helping them to feel confident and
prepared.

As always, we encourage students to maintain a consistent revision
routfine in the lead-up to these assessments. With thorough
preparation, they will be well placed to showcase their knowledge,
skills and abilities.

Thank you for your continued support.

Mr Junaid Khan
Head of Year



Exam Season - Ode to Mother Stoyanoval

- Mr Clements

In 19892 when | fook my exams - life was simple - Banarama'’'s “Cruel Summer”
was flying high in the charts, GCSEs had replaced O-levels as intellectual
currency, we'd been dismissed to “revise” at Easter, | sported a back perm
and the Berlin Wall was still up!

The role of an exams officer was also a tad less complicated too in that -
they usually took the form of a teacher nearing retirement who

had completed national service in their youth. They

characteristically smoked Golden Virginia roll ups and wore an air of
general flatulent disinterest. Every student was squeezed into a single exam
hall with a polished parquet floor, dominated by the tficking of a large
analogue clock. Air conditioning meant the windows were open. Invigilators
took the form of day-dreaming teachers who paced up and down reading
their copies of “the Daily Mirror” and “The Guardian.” They took great
delight in flicking my ear lobes or swapping crossword clues as | wrestled with
quadratic equations.

When | shared this nostalgic memory with Grey Court’s sickle welding
workers’ champion of exams, Ms Zhulieta Stoyanova - she downed her
seventh Nespresso capsule of the morning. Uttering a sigh more expansive
than a state-planned wheat field on a collective farm in the Danubian plain,
she opined that “as you were taking your exams, Comrade Clements, | was
in fact completing National Service in Bulgaria's Rila mountain range as part
of a workers’ party building a state commissioned hydro-electric dam and
subsisting on three hours sleep a night and a mouthful of bulgar wheat.

Although | was tempted to reply, “What a load of Uncle Bulgaria,” this iron
curtained hardship has evidently prepared Ms Stoyanova, perfectly for our
own state sponsored 5 week plan: the modern exam season - which
certainly feels frickier than overseeing the cenftralist strategy of a small
communist state.

So the current season (ordeall!) involves organising around 420 pupils to sit an
average of 9 subjects, comprising at least 2 papers and several tiers, in a
total of 15 different gyms, halls, computer suites, small rooms and

offices. Then there’s the types of exams: BTEC, Vcerts, GCSE, A-levels -
served by multiple exam boards with differing submission days, varying (and
nefarious) rules, small print and addendums to absorb; overseen by an
exams service, Ofqual, that might declare an inspection from the exam
commissar at any minute!



In terms of technology - an inclusive culture requires computers for those
who type, enlarged papers and audio records for the spoken language
exams (we host 60 community languages) and multiple, staggered and
adapted start and finish times - all of which have to be tracked. All this
requires separate log-ins, blocked internet connections and state-of the art
security to protect the reams of exam papers that are delivered,
downloaded and couriered to her office and marked “Top Secret!”

And essential to the carefully choreographed exam routine are the
wonderful invigilators ( a truly diverse collective) who hail from

Ham, Kingston, Italy, Egypt, Ecuador, Russia, Spain and even New

Malden. But these comrades need, orchestrating and organising so they
can oversee a system that has to be wary of all manner of potential rule
breaches from smart phones and wireless watches to hidden cameras, old
fashioned notes and invisible ink!

So if - in the next week, Hom street is blocked by an articulated lorry with
Bulgarian number plates, you will observe that it is delivering a large steel
social realist style sculpture of Mother Stoyanova, guardian of exams,
protector of academic integrity and the architect of this year's success
(hopefully)..

You will find it dominating the Grey Court skyline - as although in our school
we adhere to the communist themed adage that “All animals are
equal...Ms Stoyanova...for 5 weeks of the year at least...is definitely more
equal than others!”
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On Wednesday 3 June the Art Department were delighted to
welcome artist Paul Brandford to tutor our GCSE Art Year 10 students
in the art of drawing portraits. Paul studied at the Royal Academy
Schools and has previously won the prestigious Jerwood Drawing
Prize. The workshops he led were exciting, inclusive, productive and
focused, resulting in the students making a huge quantity of
outstanding results. The Department staff were delighted to join in too
and would like to thank Paul and We Explore Drawing for a really
wonderful day of exploration and discovery for all involved. We look
forward to welcoming him back again in future.

“It was a genuine pleasure to see so many students getting so much
from both sessions. So many of them did their absolute best and should
rightly be very proud of themselves.”

- Paul Brandford
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Stars of the Week: PE
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Year Name Subject Reason 4
7 Samvuel Gilbert PE Core Excellent progress in the subject
7 Betsie Boulton PE Core Excellent engagement in class
8 Jon Van Dyk PE Core Excellent progress in the subject
8 Lily Walsh PE Core Excellent contributions
9 Amy Heller PE Core Excellent contributions
9 Tiago Fernandes PE Core Excellent progress in the subject
10  Ella Waldmann PE Core Excellent engagement in class
10  Thomas Melo-Foxton PE Core Excellent engagement in class
11 James Houlding PE Core Excellent engagement in class
10 Erin Stoller GCSE Excellent conftributions
10  Bobby Scoble-Jenkins GCSE Excellent progress in the subject
11 Abigail Shaw GCSE Outstanding achievement
11 Jenson Burton GCSE Excellent progress in the subject
10  Alys Mchardy Sport BTEC  Excellent progress in the subject
11 Sophie West Sport BTEC  Excellent progress in the subject
12 William Pitt Sport BTEC  Excellent engagement in class
13  Ollie Gowe Sport BTEC  Excellent engagement in class
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MHST Parent Information Leaflet (Summer)

General information about AfC MHST services, including
the links to the Helping with... Parent webinars (topics
chosen by parents)

Next week
Wednesday 10 June

Year 7 Staying safe over summer
Year 8 The influences that substances have on decision making
Year 9 The transition to GCSE

Year 10 Summer safety


https://drive.google.com/file/d/157SdN9o2HbI-Gs0tzIrjiLOi6weaUVyW/view?usp=sharing















https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zXkyWO6gSAPbKEIn-AS3KY1KYqpZwj0-XCoY_3A8k1Y/edit?usp=sharing



mailto:bcorrighan@greycourt.org.uk
https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z-C9KxKl17cS_LQn0m7RXk0EnVXxpKaYXgnKhbf6YDo/edit?usp=sharing



https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/types-offer/replying-your-ucas-undergraduate-offers
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-register-login
https://www.ucas.com/sfe












































































































http://www.dreamcatcherfilmcamp.com/













