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Allotment club has been action packed with activities this term.
Here is a roundup of some of the highlights.

Local residents Julia and Antony were given a guided tour around the
allotment area by attendees after feeling compelled to support the
initiative when they saw a request for tool donations in a Ham United
Group article. Julia and Anthony generously donated a brand new pair of
secateurs, axe and a hammer. The secateurs have already been put to
good use with pruning back the raspberry canes in the fruit cages.

During February students have been focusing their efforts on seed
planting to prepare for the spring growing season. Mercedes Gunningham
and Alexander Englebrecht are particularly excited to see what grows in
the coming weeks. They have been involved with 'surprise seed of the
week' where they have been selecting an unidentified seed to plant and
speculate as to guess whether it will grow into garlic, peas or beans based
on it's size, texture and shape ... watch this space!







Students have also been getting ahead of the growing season by chitting
potatoes using recycled egg boxes. The seed potatoes have been placed
indoors in a sunny spot to enable them to develop shoots in time to be
planted in the around 6 weeks time.

Did you know? More than a billion people worldwide eat potatoes, and
global total crop production exceeds 300 million metric tons. There are
more than 4,000 varieties of native potatoes, mostly found in the Andes
of Peru, South America. They come in many sizes and shapes.

Did you know?










On Tuesday 27 February, Grey Court Allotment students welcomed
students and staff from Strathmore school. Lakan, Harvey and Nihlan got
stuck into working as a team to clear leaves for making into leaf mould,
with Cosmos Tai, Jonathan Staples and Zachary Pender and are looking
forward to getting involved with future allotment activities.

Coming up this term, Grey Court and Strathmore students will be
replacing all the 7 large raised beds with new compost. This task is vital to
replenish the nutrients in the soil to ensure the vegetables develop and
grow into tasty produce for harvesting in the spring and summer months.

We have a large area to cover, so if you have any compost or wheel
barrows to spare, please contact smunday@greycourt.org.ukor if you
would like to volunteer please also get in touch.

- Sylvia Munday, SEN Department
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