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Wishing Ms Maybey joy, love, and 
happiness on her wedding day!
from all the staff and students 
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THE MERCHANT OF VENICE
by Will iam  Shakespeare

Directed & Produced by

Mr Tak t ak  & Mr  Page
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"The most refined school play I've seen"
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It was only after a plethora of plays had been considered and 
read, discussed and rejected, that  ?The Taktak-Page Combo? 
decided it was the right time, and we had the right students, 
to produce one of Shakespeare?s most socio-political plays: 
?The Merchant of Venice?. It asks us about our prejudices, our 
ability to be extra-ordinarily cruel, and our capacity to show 
mercy.  This seems highly topical today and met our 
aspirations to create a relevant and thought-provoking piece 
of theatre.

Our students, however, responded in a completely unexpected 
way?  no one showed up for the auditions! ?Oh no, back to 
the drawing board?, we thought. After speaking to them and 
explaining that the play is about racism and prejudice and we 
would try to make it contemporary, there was a shift. Slowly, 
one or two said yes and eventually others followed. They have 
since been absolutely astonishing. Imagine being a Year 10 
student and taking on the majestic role of Shylock!

We had production meetings with the fantastic Performance 
Support Award students who created soundscapes for the 
show and built the street light overhead. We met with staff to 
get collaborative production ideas and create deadlines for 
set and sound (which we failed to meet, of course). With only 
one rehearsal per scene each week, and a couple of days in 
the Easter holidays, we started to build a real production and 
a true ensemble.

We genuinely cannot express how impressed we have been by 
the maturity, the responsibility, the ability and the 
commitment shown by everyone. All the students involved, 
from Year 7 to 12, have been an absolute credit to the school. 
However, we must mention by name James ?the GOAT? 
Glanville in Year 9, who volunteered for the highly demanding 
Stage Management role and has truly excelled. We hope he 
continues to run our school shows and goes on to be a 
professional - after Drama School of course!

We hope you enjoy the culmination of collaborative hard 
work and recognise the phenomenal achievement of our 
young people. It has been an absolute delight to work with 
them.
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"Better than the RSC"

"Wow. That was stunning"
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THE DUKE OF VENICE   
Bea Fernandes

THE PRINCE OF MOROCCO   

Lizzy Toibayeva

THE PRINCE OF ARRAGON   

Felix Marchis

ANTONIO   

Ot t o Console Cam pr ini

BASSANIO   

Maya Sil ls

GRATIANO  

Joe Woodall

SALANIO  

Zak Choudhry-Dorm er

SALARINO   

Noah Cervant es

LORENZO   

Rhodr i Chow

JESSICA   

Clara Bing

SHYLOCK  

Xavier  Mt andabar i

TUBAL   

Bet h Buck low

LAUNCELOT GOBBO   

Rosa Duncalf

OLD GOBBO   

Char lot t e Delaney

SALERIO   

Eliza Gilbey

BALTHASAR   

Eva Logan-Wilson

PORTIA   

Elsie Hobson

NERISSA   

Bet t y Thom as

C
A
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STAGE MANAGER   

Jam es Glanvil le

COSTUME & WARDROBE   

Isabella Agraviador

DSM & TECHNICIAN  

Zaydan Chowdhury

LIGHTING   

Farhan Abbas

SOUND   

Azelea Ovuike

PROPS   

Florence Lavercom be

TECHNICIAN   

Ewan Board

STAGE CREW  

Jacob Heller

STAGE CREW  

Jam es Houlding

STAGE CREW   

Sophie Light foot

STAGE CREW   

Char les Per ret

STAGE CREW   

Harry Woolner

STAGE CREW   

Aiden Savornin-Cornish

STAGE CREW   

Jake Tam blingson

C
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THANK YOU

Graham  Gr if f i t hs, Miles Allchurch , Taraneh 
Razvand-Atwi, Kenzie Bloomer (Photographer), 
Martha Henry (Stage Furniture), Jo Maybey, Anna 
Hurley, Emond Protain & Site Team, The fantastic 
PSA Team, The Parents? Association, VPA Faculty, 
Tessa Jansen Van Rensburg and the entire Grey 
Court Community.



826 May ROA

9 June BBQ & Band Night

27 June Spor t s' Celebrat ion 
Evening

3 July Year  6 Parent  Inform at ion 
Evening

18 July VPA Oscars

23 Sept G-Fest
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeok296LBPYFsN9P3thAebHdw6pSY0LTNgSieS92mN3V0RIBA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeok296LBPYFsN9P3thAebHdw6pSY0LTNgSieS92mN3V0RIBA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeok296LBPYFsN9P3thAebHdw6pSY0LTNgSieS92mN3V0RIBA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeok296LBPYFsN9P3thAebHdw6pSY0LTNgSieS92mN3V0RIBA/viewform
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Grey Cour t  PA Need You!

Sign up for  your  school lot t ery

Ticket s cost  £1 per  week. 
Every t icket  bought  helps t he 
school

Please help us in t he fol low ing ways:

Win up t o £30 week ly 
Aut om at ically ent ered 
int o t he nat ional £25,000 
jackpot  draw
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We?re look ing for  a Prom ot er   & 2 Ret urns of f icers

The lottery is run by ?Your School Lottery?.

Each school is required to register with their local authority as a Small 
Lottery Society and have a Promoter, appointed in writing.  Our 
promoter is no longer a parent at Grey Court and so we are recruiting 
a new promoter.

Every 2 months, ?your school lottery? sends us details of lottery 
proceeds on a form. We need two Returns Officers to check and 
submit this form to Richmond Council.

If you can take on either of these roles, please contact Maddy 
Thom as:m t hom as@greycour t .org.uk

Can help at our BBQ & Band Night, Sports Celebration Evening or VPA 
Oscars? 
Can you help with our next G-Fest [23 September]

If you can help us plan or run any of these events, please fill out this 
form.

The more the merrier!
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https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/grey-court-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/grey-court-school
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeok296LBPYFsN9P3thAebHdw6pSY0LTNgSieS92mN3V0RIBA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeok296LBPYFsN9P3thAebHdw6pSY0LTNgSieS92mN3V0RIBA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeok296LBPYFsN9P3thAebHdw6pSY0LTNgSieS92mN3V0RIBA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeok296LBPYFsN9P3thAebHdw6pSY0LTNgSieS92mN3V0RIBA/viewform
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Our  sum m er  act ivit y program m e w il l  t ake 
place f rom  Wednesday 12 July t o Fr iday 14 
July. The fu ll schedule, including det ails on 
how t o pay, w il l  be em ailed t o parent s soon.  

We are com m it t ed t o providing a high level of  
enr ichm ent  act ivit ies for  our  st udent s, but  
we can only do t h is w it h suf f icient  parent al 
cont r ibut ion(s). S

u
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#KeepInTouch
22-23 Term  Dat es

23-24 Term  Dat es

School Event s

Break fast  Menu

Week ly Menu

Graze Menu

ScoPay

Spor t s' TT Ext racur r icular  TT

Educat ion Fund

The Uniform  Shop

Thursdays 3-4pm

Spor t  SOCS

https://www.instagram.com/greycourtschool/
https://twitter.com/GreyCourtPE?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS81pwIoFujIUWfe-wjLAyw?app=desktop
https://www.greycourt.richmond.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+dates&pid=23
https://www.greycourt.richmond.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=717&type=pdf
https://www.greycourt.richmond.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=7&viewid=1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Na_aDthmw8SbIWggE6xBPAEkyLr6yq7c/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gXCEFCx6dME84VZRp3hjOzQrGF2wssAm/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=110213028477245197927&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zcIWVrzNCp5jJTmCimozlbFXgtw8F_Zt/edit#slide=id.p1
https://www.scopay.com/login
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ngesF1JDqZpjMPW4kJQOl8MxfB7SpkRVDpfy1L-nBo8/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-8WntGvgPYEJr_deLyRWE2LHZym7z-4YRheD-kLcsJ8/edit?usp=share_link
https://www.justgiving.com/greycourt-education
https://www.greycourtsports.org.uk/?id=2514
https://www.greycourt.richmond.sch.uk/
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Id
a Teggarty-Sp

arks 

Ida Teggar t y-Sparks (7A) made it into 4 events in the SE London Summer 
Championships 2023: on 22 and 23 April she swam the 400m and 200m 
freestyle at the K2 Centre in Crawley, and on Saturday 29 April she swam the 
50m backstroke and 50m freestyle at the London Aquatics Centre  Despite a 
niggling ankle injury that meant she had to miss swim training for weeks, she 
was determined to swim in regionals, and only missed her personal best by a 
fraction of a second in most events (photo above and on the next page)

Ida qualified for regionals at the Rushmoor Royals Regional qualifier in Aldershot 
on March 25 and 26. She smashed most of her PBS, coming second in 50m 
backstroke in 36.29; 3rd in the 50m fly in 35.56; 4th in the 200m free in 2:31.18; 
4th in the 50m free in 31.60. She came in the top 5 for most events (see the final 
photo)

SHOUT- OUT



16



17

SHOUT- OUT

Congratulations to Indie who won the @womensfootiemag 
cover competition! 

Indie Peters-Sutherland

https://twitter.com/womensfootiemag
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A huge well done to the Y7s who have now reached the end of their first 
exam cycle. Form tutors and teachers have told me that they have been 
very impressed with the revision they have seen and the attitude of 
students towards their assessments. It has been excellent to see many 
taking a positive attitude into this time, which I'm sure will be reflected in 
their grades.

Well done to all the students who took part in The Merchant of Venice last 
week, and Thursday's multi-cultural evening. It is always fantastic to see 
so many Y7 students involved in the wider school life at Grey Court. As 
ever, there will be plenty of opportunities moving forward on this. 

A final reminder to students about the Stephen Lawrence poem 
competitions which was launched this week by Miss Comrie. Students 
can use their poetic skills to write a piece based on the life and legacy of 
Stephen Lawrence, and the winners will win prizes!

Mr Day

A massive well done to the students in 7aV, 7bV, 8aV and 8bV who took part in 
the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge last Wednesday. 

The Junior Maths Challenge is a National Challenge which encourages 
mathematical reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency in using basic 
mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems. 

Their scores will be compared with students all over the UK with the best 
performances being awarded Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards! There is even the 
opportunity to qualify for the National Final! 

There is an example question below for anyone who dares!

- Mr Luniss

Year 7 and 8 Are Up For The (Maths) Challenge!
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Our top year 9 achievers last week were: Tar iq Alqasem  
Alvarez, Louie Lauder , Bor ja Rodr iquez Pasby, Mydah 
Malik  and Hannah Niss. 

We had a fantastic turn out at KS3 homework club on 
Wednesday - thank you to tutors, teachers and parents for 
their ongoing support on this. 

This week, Ms Weston joined year 9 in assembly to inform 
them about the 'Be Great ' programme that they complete 
in KS4. It is primarily designed to make each student a well 
rounded individual, ready to tackle the next phase of life! 
The programme is made up of 5 pillars; Growth, 
Responsibility, Entrepreneur, Academic, and Towards. Each 
pillar requires students to partake in a range of activities 
and leadership responsibilit ies - at the end of the two years, 
their achievements will be recognised in the graduation 
event called ROA (Record of Achievement). This will be in 
the form of a GOLD, SILVER, BRONZE.

Throughout  t he program m e, st udent s w il l  also have t he 
oppor t unit y t o apply t o t ake on t he responsibil i t y of  
being a KS4 leader : Prefect , Eco Leader , Front  of  House 
Leaders, Ment al Healt h Leaders and St rat hm ore 
Leaders.  St udent s w il l  need t o apply using t he 
applicat ion form  by t he 5 June 2023. * If  you are unable 
t o com plet e t h is form  digit al ly, please em ail Miss 
West on: dwest on@greycour t .org.uk)

- Ms Howarth & Mr Ridley

y
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r

 9

Greatness begins 
beyond your comfort 
zone

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAgbKaOIkg8tgocxhGukuGUnqaz_ZrEa8q0BVLdqwXo5xsQQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAgbKaOIkg8tgocxhGukuGUnqaz_ZrEa8q0BVLdqwXo5xsQQ/viewform
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0 Welcome Back to our lovely year 10. The summer term has started, if 

not warmly, then with enthusiasm in regards to what is ahead for the 
last term of the year.

I firstly want to thank year 10 students who have worked hard during 
the strike days on their English assignments and other tasks set in 
relation to their ?Be Great? programme. These days were also a chance 
to look forward to the upcoming exams in June to get in the right 
mindset - a successful one! - and know that preparation and revision 
are key to success.

I would like to remind students, parents and carers alike that despite 
polo shirts being allowed to be worn, trainers are not and we are still 
upholding our highest expectations in regards to uniform. Please 
ensure these expectations are reinforced at home. 

Thank you to our lovely leaders and helpers that have acted as 
ambassadors during the year 6 Transition and our wonderful 
Multicultural Evening last night. Thank you to year 10 Food and 
Nutrition students who helped to prepare some of the delicacies on 
offer, too.

Hoping you all enjoy the additional long weekend and see you on 
Tuesday!

Miss Clark
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It was a case of the Darling buds of May as like petals on a wet bough. Year 7 
took Mr Holden?s newly seeded eco-day concept and made it an object of 
beauty.

Cultivated under the canvas of his converted festival tent up on the Sixth 
form?s alfresco rooftop one Saturday night when the Holden was on a 
star-gazing weekender, the premise was simple: a Grey Court premier of the 
Pixar classic - Wall-e, transitioning (like a season) into a rousing piece of 
oratory about step counts, followed  by a mass participation litter pick  - and 
before you can say ?germinate? or ?rubbish? (delete as appropriate) Year 7 will 
have burnt off energy, served the community and posed for pictures (a 
Rhodes' leadership memo nonetheless) by a blossom tree. 

The high concept piece of art/curriculum innovation was not without its 
dangers - what if the cohort could not walk in single file, finished their ?journey 
to school step simulation? too quickly, didn?t buy into the indentured style 
labour concept of picking up rubbish or were ravaged by a local badger? 
Thankfully, like an over-excited or over-caffeinated fetcher belonging to a Ham 
mother riding a German babboe-curve cargo bike Holden, bounded into his 
office  - and out again - clutching a rain-soaked risk assessment and we were 
ready to roll!

Wall-E passed in animated silence (popcorn was banned due to allergy worries 
and environmental concerns) at which point the students stumbled out into 
the mid-morning light where they were given a lecture about the dangers of 
consumerism and driving to school which was recorded via Holden?s latest 
iphone 27i for his vlog/blog/pod ?The wacky waistcoated teacher!?  According 
to Mr Holden, ?latest research has concluded that a study in JAMA Neurology 
found that walking 2,250 steps a day (which handily equates to 4-5 circuits of 
the field depending on stride length) was linked to less cardiovascular 
disease.? So students should walk around the perimeter of the field five times 
to protect the environment, boost their mental health and raise their fitness 
levels.

 So students should walk around the 
perimeter of the field five times to protect the 
environment, boost their mental health and 
raise their fitness levels.
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Sofia, Lilly, Alys, Tallulah and Dina pictured above managed to complete 
the circuit in excellent spirits, maintaining a single file formation with the 
odd cartwheel thrown in for good measure.

At which point each form was provided with a litter challenge whereby 
they were designated an area of the school to strip of rubbish in 
exchange for an as yet undefined ?eco-award? which in the spirit of 
Wall-E will undoubtedly be non-consumerist and leave a net zero carbon 
footprint! My  troops (7Elm) were assigned the grounds of Newman 
house and Dysart avenue to clean.  The students did seem to find the 
challenge a great deal of fun as it involved diving into ditches, climbing 
trees, running around looking for sticks and jumping into bushes.  We 
uncovered a tonne of rubbish including a discarded bicycle basket, 
Scooby-doo's collar and a left-over box of complimentary DVDs of Mr 
Bashford?s very own ?Extreme Rivers? TV series.  

So - all in all - the students? ability to step up and rise to the 
eco-challenge posed by Mr Holden has created a better school 
environment and hopefully improved their fitness and mood.  Their vim 
and good humour was much appreciated by my good self as was Mr 
Holden?s re-imaging of the concept of the Spring Clean!
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