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Congratulations to our Junior Boys, Junior Girls and Intermediate
Boys who claimed victory in the Middlesex first round. Our
Intermediate girls also did very well finishing second.

Click here to view the results so far.

Cover Photo: Grey Court Allotment


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TPkfW6bB42woefgC_o_XMEXEVaWqMmbg/view?usp=share_link




Sylvan Glade

by Mr Clements

In a gentle Sylvan glade tucked away
in a sleepy corner of the Grey Court
site sits the school allotment. Whilst
epic events such as a global
pandemic, national strikes, tempests,
grade inflation and Mr Rhodes’
psycho-drama - the year 11 passport
assembly - blow themselves out on
the school's main stage, the allotment
is the much loved mistress of the
micro-drama.

One year a doormouse gnawed
through the seed box and ransacked
a trove of spring seeds, on another
occasion a local badger ate the new
potatoes, in 2019 the felt on the
allotment shed was stolen by squirrel
and in 2021, the broad bean crop was
ruined by a plague of blackfly.

Custodian of the allotment Ms
Munday professes to be the keeper of
many secrets. In the days when Grey
Court was not an outstanding school,
a teacher was once found asleep with
a can of San Pellegrino, after a staff
party in the fruit cage.

Cricket lover Mr Gordon Walker is
rumoured to have curated a
geography fieldwork lesson from an
Ecuadorian hammock (bequeathed to
him on his gap year by a lost Quechan
tribe) strung across a couple of
runner bean poles, whilst listening to
a test match. Head of English, Ms
Rose, penned a pastoral themed

sonnet that won first prize in the
Whitton Parish Gazette, from her
throne of compost sacks as she ran a
faculty detention.

What is as certain as the annual
rhubarb harvest is the fact that the
allotment is a cherished intersection
of Grey Court and Strathmore staff,
students, local volunteers and
wildlife. The weekly allotment
lunchtime club has been energised in
recent years by local volunteer,
Helen Erhardt, a New Zealand native
and horticultural expert, who,
alongside the ever reliable Ms
Munday, has cultivated a growth
mentality amongst the students from
both Grey Court and Strathmore.

On my recent Tuesday visit | found
Cosmas raking some leaves and
tidying the site as part of his Duke of
Edinburgh award, Zac and Alex
battling with some nettles and
Harvey from Strathmore (an
enthusiastic participant for the last
three harvests) netting a raised bed
to protect seedlings from the
ubiquitous roving badger. Alongside
the gang, were the ever cheery, Ms
Shore, whose sunny disposition has
been known to spark the growth of
many a struggling seedling; and
recently recruited volunteer, Irene
who was introduced to this verdant
idyll when Grey Court opened its
borders for the Ham Gardens' Open
Day last June.









Such has been the success of this
Ground force that the initiative has
even been recognised by the Royal
Horticultural Society with the
award of level 5 Gardening status.
Future plans include a tilt at the
“London in Bloom" competition and
a record haul of chutney to sell at
the local farmers market in order
to raise funds for next year’s crop!

The allotment provides Grey Court
volunteers from all age brackets
with a homoeopathic vision for
education - lungfuls of fresh air, the
tactile feel of compost on the
palms, the sweet scented aroma of
garden mint, the soothing sound of
the tack-tack-tack of the sprinkler
and the taste of a sour-sweet early
summer raspberry. Thank you to
Ms Munday, the students, staff and
local volunteers for cultivating this
Sylvian space!

The allotment club is always on the
look-out for plants, seedlings, spare
tools and funding - any parent who
wishes to donate time, plants or
even horse manure to this green
enterprise should contact Ms
Munday
(smunday@greycourt.org.uk)

Lakan (Strathmore Student)

Zac and Alex (Grey Court Students)










Grey Court staff
netball team were
out in full force
recently and beat
Hollyfield 7-6! The
players' player
was Ms Duncan
and the coach's
player was Mr
Lunnis. We take
on Hollyfield and
Chessington
today. Wish us
luck!
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